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When God called me to be a Sr. Pastor nearly 30 years ago, I fully expected that 
I would serve faithfully in that one pastorate, I would retire and I would remain 
retired. God had other ideas. He organically raised up a new church, Amity Bible 
Church, and I have served as the Sr. Pastor for all of its brief existence. I was in 
transition when I came to Amity and I am still in transition. I believed that God 
was telling me that my season as a Sr. Pastor was over but His call to Amity was 
divine intervention. I did not want to be a Jonah and end up in the belly of a fish, 
so I said yes to His call. 
 
 I love serving at Amity because Glenna and I have developed some deep 
relationships. We have been able to shepherd people during some of the best 
and worst of times in their lives. I had no idea that God would give me the 
privilege of serving so many wonderful people.  
 
Whether we realize it or choose to admit it, we are all in a stage of transition. As 
a responsible leader, I must consider the long-term future of Amity. Whether we 
like it or not, I will have to make a transition by handing the role of Senior Pastor 
at Amity to another man, in the not too distant future. It is not happening today, 
but we will have to begin serious planning for this event. You just helped Glenna 
and me celebrate 50 years of marriage together, and because you were a part of 
the celebration, it was made even more special for us. I believe I owe her and my 
grandchildren a few good years before God calls me from the battle field. This 
fact obligates me to embrace the idea of leadership transition.  
 
I will, with the support of the Joint Governance Teams, support the expansion of 
the current Coordination Team and the seating of a new Elder Board. I hope that 
we are able to effect these changes with some urgency so that these new 
leaders can participate in the remaining leadership transitions.  
 
I have prayed that when the time came for me to transition from my role as 
Senior Pasto at Amity, it could happen when the church was strong and healthy. I 
believe we have work to do, but we are getting there. I also prayed that the 
transition would be done in a healthy way that will glorify God, strengthen the 
church and enable Amity to have an even greater impact for Christ in the future. I 
strongly believe it will. 



 
Glenna and I are honored, humbled and grateful to have been allowed to serve 
these many years. We love you all more than you know. You are our family and 
Amity is and will always be our home.  We aren’t completely sure what the next 
phase of ministry will look like for us but we are excited about it and also what 
God will continue to do in and through Amity Bible Church. The current plan after 
the transition is for me to remain active in teaching, consulting with leadership, 
and occasional preaching. 
 
Please know that I have been praying about this decision and planning for it 
since Amity’s inception. Nothing is hastening my departure other than my desire 
to spend real quality time with my family. I cannot thank Glenna enough for all 
she has done to make ministry possible.  
 
As for the new Sr. Pastor, we are looking to hire a capable Executive Pastor with 
the credentials and the calling to be Sr. Pastor. We will bring him in as soon as 
we are able to find the appropriate candidate and not before. I promise that we 
will keep you apprised of every step we take in this process and we will actively 
seek your input as we move forward.  
 
Please join Glenna and me in supporting Amity in its quest to be the church as 
God intended it to be. We are committed to knowing God and making Him 
known. Our one goal continues to be glorifying God by encouraging and helping 
people to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 
With deep love and gratitude, 
  
Dr. Les Smith 

 

 
 


