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Book of James…

…is not lofty theology  
…it is practical 

Christianity down  
where the rubber meets 

the road.



The book was written…

…to correct some Jewish 
misconceptions about how 

believers handle trouble

–God rewards piety

–God punishes wickedness



True or False?

God’s goodness and 
our circumstances are 

somehow related



True or False?

People with money 
are happier than 

people who have no 
money



Big Idea

Every trial, with its 
sorrows and 

disappointments, is a 
God-given 

opportunity…



…for the Holy Spirit  

to conform us more 

and more to the  

image of Christ



Four verbs…
…are keys to unlocking 

today’s text: 

1) Consider

2) Know

3) Let 

4) Ask



James 1:2

Consider it all joy, 
my brethren, when 

you 
encounter various

trials,



James 1:3

…knowing that the 
testing of your faith 

produces

endurance.



When trouble comes…

…Christians must 
cultivate the right 

attitude toward their 
suffering. 



Trouble is not…

…a matter of if, it is a 

matter of when, so 

don’t be surprised 

when it comes. 



James is telling…

…tells us that we are shaped by the things 

we go through.

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 

encounter various trials,3 knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces endurance. ” 

(James 1:2-3 NASB).



Paul goes even 

further…

…in Romans 5: “…we also glory 

in our sufferings, because we 

know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, 

character; and character, hope” 

(Rom. 5:3-4).



What James and Paul…

…are both teaching is that the 

deepest parts of our character 

are formed in our struggles. The 

hard things shape us. They 

refine us. They make us better 

people.



Four verbs…
…are keys to unlocking 

today’s text: 

1) Consider

2) Know

3) Let 

4) Ask



James 1:4

…And let endurance 
have its perfect result, so 
that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in 

nothing.



When trouble comes…

…Christians must be 
willing to suffer so 
others can grow. 



Faith that has not…

…been tested is 

faith that cannot be 

trusted. 



A tested faith…

…is a patient 
faith



How do we get there…

…Focus on what God has 

already done for you.

…Walk in the Spirit and not in 

the flesh

…Sing the songs that got you 

over in the past



God cannot…
…build our character 

without our 
cooperation. 

God did something for 
us (salvation) Eph. 2:8-

10



God is now…

…doing something 

in us

(sanctification), 

Rom. 8:29



God wants to…

…do something 
through us (service) 
Eph. 2:10 Created in 

Christ Jesus for good 
works



Four verbs…
…are keys to unlocking 

today’s text: 

1) Consider

2) Know

3) Let 

4) Ask



James 1:5-6
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let 

him ask of God, who gives to all 
generously and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him. 6 But he 

must ask in faith without any 
doubting, for the one who doubts 
is like the surf of the sea, driven 

and tossed by the wind.



James 1:7-8
7 For that man ought not 

to expect that he will 
receive anything from the 

Lord, 8 being a double-
minded man, unstable in 

all his ways.



When trouble comes…

…Christians must be 
willing to trust God 
even when trusting 
makes no sense.  



It’s ok to…

…question God, but 
only if you really want 

the  answer  



God’s Ways…

…are inscrutable and 
they cannot be 
discerned by 

intelligence alone (1 
Cor. 2:12-14)


