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SERMON DATE: August 8, 2021 

SERMON SERIES: Loving God 

SERMON TITLE: The Relationship of Love 

 

SERIES SUMMARY 

This series will explore the intrinsic need of mankind to pursue loving God. 
Love is stated to be the international language. It is the language the whole 
world speaks, understands, and relates to. Love is the language all of 
mankind has spoken longest than any other language. Love is a noun. As it 
is an intense feeling of deep affection or a great interest and pleasure in 
something. It is a verb in that it exhibits itself through the actions that flow 
out from the deep inner feelings and affections. However, true love is only 
fully understood and experienced through the One who is the essence of 
love who has demonstrated the ultimate expression of love. Once this love 
is experienced, it draws upon the heart to reciprocate and also 
demonstrate.  
 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Mark 12:28-31   

28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning 
together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is 
the first commandment of all?” 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the 
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 
commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Love inherently seeks to action itself. Although every person has the 

capacity to give and experience love, true love can only be fully understood 

and experienced in fullness through the one who is the essence of love 

who has demonstrated the ultimate expression of love through the 

sacrificial gift of His son Jesus Christ. Once this love is experienced, it 

draws upon the heart to reciprocate resulting in devotion, adoration, 

conviction, and expression.    

 
POINT #1 - RELATIONSHIP RATHER THAN RELIGION  

  Mark 12:29-30 

29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the 

first commandment. 

 

- “GOD IS NOT JUST INTERESTED IN RELIGION OR 

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES; HE IS SEEKING RELATIONSHIP.” 

RELATIONSHIP VS. RELIGION 

RELIGION – any specific system of beliefs, practices, ethical  

   values 

 

- Religion impacts some and possibly most of what you do, but 

relationship in fact should affects all that you do.  

 

FOUR STEPS OF RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD:  

1. Meet  

John 4:28-29 
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28. “The women then left her waterpot, went her way into 

the city, and said to the men, 29. Come, see a Man who 

told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” 

 

2. Get to Know  

Matthew 11:28-29 

28. “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest.  29.  Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from (of) Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. 

 

Yoke – relational, close proximity  

Learn from (of) Me – Get to Know  

Learn of Me in closeness 

 

NOTE: “The only way to get to know God is through His Son  

Jesus Christ and becoming acquainted with Him through His  

word guided by His Spirit within.”   

 

3. Spend Time Together  

John 4:23 

23 “But the hour is coming and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 

the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 

 

WORSHIP – to adore or to pay divine honors; to 

reverence with supreme respect; unbounded admiration; 

intense love; extreme devotion 

 

Psalm 42:1-2 

As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul 

for You, O God. 

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I 

come and appear before God? 
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4. Live In Commitment  

 

“The first priority of man (mankind) is the active pursuit of 

knowing and loving the one true God.” 

   Jeremiah 29:13 

“And you will seek Me, and find Me, when you search for 

Me with all of your heart.” 

Mark 12:30 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 

strength. 

 

POINT #2 - AVOID WEIGHING DOWN THE RELATIONSHIP  

Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 

the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto 

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God.  

 

The John Muir Trail - is a 211-mile path in California’s Sierra 

Nevada that runs from Yosemite Valley to Mount Whitney, that winds 

across creeks, around lakes and woods, and up and over mountains. 

It takes about three weeks to traverse this trail so carrying the right 

amount of supplies is critical. Carrying too much and you will run out 

of strength to carry-on; carry too little and you won’t have what you 

need to complete the journey. Only the essentials are carried by 

hikers on the trail. Finishing well on our journey as believers in Jesus 

also requires careful consideration of what we bring.  
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POINT #3 - RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM, GUIDES RELATIONSHIP WITH  

THEM  

  Mark 12:31   

And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

NOTE: We are limited in live in full relationship with God without  

understanding the significance of relationship with those whom  

He has placed us in community with.   

 

1 John 4:11-12  

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love 

one another, God abides in us, and His love has been 

perfected in us. 

1 John 4:20-21 

20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, 

he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 

has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he 

who loves God must love his brother also. 

 FINAL WORDS… 

The Relationship of Love with God is only fully 

accomplished through also loving our neighbors as 

ourselves 

The Relationship of Love with God is not 

accomplished merely through religious engagement 

or religious practices, but through sincere daily 

pursuit of love Him and devotion to Him through His 

Son Jesus Christ. 

 


