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SERMON DATE: September 26, 2021 
 
SERMON SERIES: The Tension Between Humanness and Holiness 
 
SERMON TITLE: How to Resolve the Tension 
 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Romans 12:1-2 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 

is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

OVERVIEW 

Louis Cassels said, “At each step of the journey, the question that really 

matters is not whether we are a little farther along that some of our friends 

and neighbors, but how much progress have we made since yesterday.” 

The Christian life is a journey and not a destination. The destination is 

determined the minute you are saved. The gospel is more than a message 

to be believed…it is a life to be lived. If our desire is to resolve the tension 

between our humanness and our holiness Paul gives us some valuable 

advice in his letter to the Romans. He tells us to first, give God our bodies, 

then we are to give God our minds, and finally we are to surrender to God 

our wills.  

POINT #1: It Started with No Tension  

“We were sinners, sinning”  

Jesus said – We were slaves to sin (John 8:34) 
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Ephesians 2:1-3, 4-5 

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in 

which you once walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 

works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once 

conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 

the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just 

as the others. 

V.4-5 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 

He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

POINT #2: Salvation Brings the Tension (Being Born-again)  

Romans 6:6 

Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the 

body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin. 

 

 Romans 7:23 

But I see another law in my members, warring against the law 

of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 

which is in my members. 

 

Why Exactly Is There Tension?  

*********Conform vs. Transform********* 

Romans 12:2 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
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NOTE: Holiness Is Only Accomplished by the Power of the Holy Spirit 

and Regularly Feeding Upon the Word of God.  

Holiness Is Pursued…  

-     Live Life Allowing the Holy Spirit to Lead   

“Walking In the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16)  

   “Let by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:18) 

- Feeding Upon Word (The Holy Spirit Is Empowered in 

Our Lives Through the Word of God) 

 

John 14:26 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 

in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance all things that I said to you. 

POINT #3: We Resolve the Tension by Surrender  

Romans 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 

God, which is your reasonable service. 

 

NOTE: To Resolve the Tension, We Must Commit to A Continuous  

Regiment Of Daily-Surrender of Self and Daily-Denial Of 

Self  

 

Luke 9:22-23 

saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be 

rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and be raised the third day.” 23. Then He said to them 

all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 
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It All Starts with God’s Love  

 

Romans 5:8-11 

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, 

having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 

wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 

having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And 

not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

 

 


