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SERMON DATE: September 5, 2021 
 
SERMON SERIES: The Tension Between Humanness and Holiness 
 

SERMON TITLE: God’s Divine Design for Humanity  

SERIES SUMMARY 

Every born-again believer lives with tension. That tension exists between 
our humanness and our holiness. Man was created by God for holiness, 
but because of disobedience, he fell from grace and exposed his 
humanness. In our humanness, it is impossible for us to please God, so we 
all live with a constant struggle. We want to obey God, but the desires 
deeply imbedded within our humanness cause us to want to seek 
satisfaction outside of God’s established boundaries. This series will 
explore how God’s divine design for humanity was corrupted in the Garden, 
we will shed light on how the human mind is the battleground for control of 
our lives and how believers can ultimately resolve the tension between 
humanness and holiness.    
 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Genesis 1:26-28 

 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 

the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the 

image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 

earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 

of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT 

God created man to be “image bearers”. We were designed and created in 

His image, and his intent was that man would operate within the 

boundaries established by God and would rule over the world that He 

created. God original intent was that man would be His vice-regent here on 

earth and have dominion over the whole world. God created man as a 

perfect creature, a free moral agent capable of making decisions and 

choices. One faithful choice changed the trajectory of human life forever.  

POINT #1 Design to Bear the Image of God  

Genesis 1:26  

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 

Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  

What exactly is the image of God?  

The two Hebrew words translated as image and likeness are 

often understood as having the same meaning. However, some 

interpreters suggest that “image” refers to the ability to reason, 

with “likeness” referring to the spiritual dimension.  

Since the Bible teaches that God is a Spirit (John 4:24), many 

commentators believe it refers to the nonmaterial aspects of a 

person – our moral sensibilities, intellectual abilities, will, and 

emotions.  

Based on God’s command in Genesis 1:28, others have 

suggested the image of God consists of the role human beings 

are to play on earth- their rulership over the planet and its 

resources, and secondarily the physical, mental, and spiritual 

abilities that enable them to fulfill that role.  
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“Make Man in Our Image”  

("Image of god" – Imago dei ): a theological term, applied 

uniquely to humans, which denotes the symbolical relation 

between god and humanity. Humans differ from all other 

creatures because of their rational structure - their capacity for 

deliberation and free decision-making. 

“In Our Likeness” 

Will - Human beings were created as rational, volitional agents, 

who can reason and choose. This reflects God’s intellect and 

freedom.  

Morally - Human beings were created in righteousness and 

perfect innocence, a reflection of God’s holiness. Our 

conscience or “moral compass” is a vestige of that original 

state.   

Socially - Human beings were created for fellowship. This 

reflects God’s triune nature and His love.   

Designed With Earthly Dominion  

Genesis 1:26 & 28  

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth 

28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 

fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 

air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
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Dominion with Boundaries   

Genesis 2:16-17 

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every 

tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 

the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  

POINT #2 - Corrupting of the Design  

  Genesis 3:1 

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the 

field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the 

woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every 

tree of the garden’?” 

Genesis 3:6 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also 

gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

  NOTE: Tampering with God’s Word Is an Unwise Endeavor  

  Genesis 3:3 “nor shall you touch it”   

POINT #3 - From Corruption to Restoration     

  Romans 5:12, 17-19  

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 

world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all 

men, because all sinned 17 For if by the one man’s offense 

death reigned through the one, much more those who 

receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 

righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 

Christ.) 18 Therefore, as through one man’s 

offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 
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condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous 

act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 

life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were 

made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will 

be made righteous. 

The Good News  

-  is that when God redeems an individual, He begins to 

restore the original image of God, creating a new self, 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

Ephesians 4:23-24 

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that  
you put on the new man which was created according to  
God, in true righteousness and holiness. 


