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SERMON DATE: OCTOBER 10, 2021 
 
SERMON SERIES: THE POWER OF A GENTLE SPIRIT 
 
SERMON TITLE: TAKING THE LOW ROAD TO A HIGHER PLACE 

SERIES SUMMARY 

It’s a dog-eat-dog world in which we live…where it seems the growing common 
theme is it’s all about me and never mind you. Aggression is on the rise. Hot 
tempered, short-fused, and on-edge are accurate descriptors of so many in our 
society today. It seems that every day we read in the news or view a news report 
in which someone finding fault in the other driver has angrily responded in traffic 
with road-rage or acted disruptively in the checkout line at the local grocer. 
Although these are the realities of our day, God is still calling for every born-
again Christian to showcase Christ by the continued pursuit of being considerate 
of others and maintaining a moderate temperament.      

 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Philippians 2:1-8 

Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any 
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection 
and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do 
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 
one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for 
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although 
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of 
a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The idea of one individual dominating another individual to accomplish 
personal goals or ambitions is a systemic problem. In fact, it is woven into 
the fabric of the American culture. In the Declaration of Independence, our 
forefathers declared that every American is endowed by the Creator with 
certain rights, and among those rights are the right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Nowhere in this document is deference given to the 
limitation of rights if one individual’s rights conflict with the rights of another. 
This is one of the issues that Paul deals with in his letter to the Philippians.   
 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Paul paints one of the clearest pictures of what a gentle and humble spirit 
looks like, and how important it is for believers to choose the low road 
knowing that it leads to a higher place.   

 

Observation #1 

If you want to gain insight into how our Savior perceived him, we need to 
listen to his own words.  

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.   

Matthew 11:28-29 

Gentleness: The sweet spirit that we display when we speak or interact 
with other people because of the inner power (Holy Spirit) that controls us.  

Key Point #1 

If we are going to choose the low road that leads to a higher place, we 
must begin with total submission.  

Philippians 2:5-6 
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Observation #2 

If you want to be like Christ, you must imitate the mind of Christ.  

Key Point #2 

If we are going to choose the low road that leads to a higher place, we 
must commit to a life of service.  

Philippians 2:7 

Observation #3 

Meekness requires strength. You must know who you are without any need 
to prove it. 

Key Point #3 

If we are going to choose the low road that leads to a higher place, we 
must commit to a life of sacrifice.  

Philippians 2:7b-8 

Observation #4 

Sacrifice means giving up the best that you have in exchange for 
something you believe to be better.  

 
 


