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SERMON DATE: NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
 
SERMON SERIES: THE MATCHLESS WORD OF GOD  
 
SERMON TITLE: GRATITUDE FOR THE WORD OF GOD  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Psalm 119:97-103 

Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 You, 

through Your commandments, make me wiser than my 

enemies; For they are ever with me. 99 I have more 

understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are 

my meditation. 100 I understand more than the ancients, 

Because I keep Your precepts. 101 I have restrained my feet 

from every evil way, That I may keep Your word. 102 I have not 

departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught 

me. 103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than 

honey to my mouth! 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

In this season of giving thanks for family and relationships, life, provisions, 

health, shelter, and the grace of God and His love, we may easily forget to 

acknowledge or not be as acutely aware of the need to offer thanks for the 

gift of God’s Word.  Which never returns to Him void and accomplishes 

every purpose to which He sends it out to fulfill, and which gives life to all 

those who will accept and embrace it as truth. The Word that has provided 

a way and an opportunity for whosever is willing to have eternal life through 

Jesus Christ. 

The Book of Psalms  

 

The Book of Psalms (from the Greek word meaning “a song sung to the 

accompaniment of a plucked instrument”) was written and compiled over 

an estimated period of a 1,000 years (1410-430 B.C.) from the time of 
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Moses (superscription of Ps. 90) to the time of the return from exile 

(superscription of Ps. 126). It was gradually collected and originally 

unnamed perhaps due to the great variety of material. The book was used 

as the temple hymnbook of the Kingdom Period, and stands as the longest, 

most oft-quoted, most diverse book of the Old Testament. It is also the 

largest and perhaps the most widely used book of the Bible exploring the 

full range of human experience in a very personal and practical way.  

 

Psalm 119 

 

The primary theme of the Psalm is to glorify God and His Word. It refers to 

Scripture over and over again. The Psalm is unique in that it is arranged in 

an acrostic pattern. There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and this 

Psalm contains 22 units of 8 verses each. Each of the 22 sections is given 

to a letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and each line in that section begins with 

that letter. The psalm is remarkable for how often it refers to God's written 

revelation, His word. It is referred to in almost every verse. The Masoretes 

(groups of Jewish scribe-scholars who worked from around the end of the 

5th through 10th centuries) said that the Word of God is mentioned in every 

verse except Psalm 119:122. Other people reckon differently (with 

disagreement about verses 84, 90, 121, and 132). However, we can 

conclude that Scripture is mentioned in at least 171 of 176 verses. 

 

The Word of God  

I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your 

word. (Ps. 119:101)  

 

Word (dabar) The idea is of the spoken word, God's revealed word 

to man. "Proceeding from his mouth and revealed by him to us."  

 

2 Timothy 3:16  

NKJV - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable  

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in  

righteousness, 
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NIV - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,  

rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, 

 

Psalm 119:97-103 

 

References to Scripture: 

 

Testimonies, commandments, law, precepts, and judgments (statutes 

not listed here but found throughout Ps. 119) are all synonymous. 

 

Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 

You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my 

enemies; For they are ever with me. 99 I have more 

understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are 

my meditation. 100 I understand more than the ancients, 

Because I keep Your precepts. 101 I have restrained my feet 

from every evil way, That I may keep Your word. 102 I have 

not departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have 

taught me. 103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, 

Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 

It is not easy to distinguish between these synonyms as they are 

often found in conjunction with each other. Each at times being 

translated at least once as one of the others. Duet. 6:17- You 

shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, His 

testimonies, and His statutes which He has commanded you. 

 

Testimonies (edah) witness; the reference to the 

commandments written on the tablets and exist as a 

reminder; sometimes referring to the entire law of God 

(Psalm 19:7); special or particular laws are sometimes 

called testimonies (1 Kings 2:3) 

 

Commandments (mitswah) – this word emphasizes the 

 straight authority of what is said … the right to give  
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orders. It may be a prescription - a instruction to follow  

(“thou shalt do”) or proscription - to forbid (“thou shalt 

not  

do”) 

 

Your Law (torah) – signifies primarily direction, teaching, 

instruction; The law of God is that which points out or 

indicates God will to man.   

 

Judgments (mishpat) – a verdict pronounced judicially, 

a sentence or formal decree, judgment rights; the act of 

sitting as a judge hearing a case and rendering a proper 

verdict, the other  

 

Precepts (piqquwd) – mandate; This is a word drawn 

from the sphere of an officer or overseer, So the word 

points to the particular instructions of the Lord, as of one 

who cares about detail." 

 

Statutes (huqqim) – the noun is derived from the root 

verb "engrave" or "inscribe"; the idea is of the written word 

of God and the authority of His written word. 

 

Why Should We Be Grateful for the Word of God?  

 

REASON #1 – The Word of God Strengths 

 

Psalm 119:28 

My soul melts from heaviness; Strengthen me according to 

Your word. 

 

REASON #2 – Basis of Our Understanding of God’s Saving  

Mercy and Our Trust in Him   

 

Psalm 119:41-42 
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Let Your mercies come also to me, O Lord—Your salvation  

according to Your word. 42 So shall I have an answer for him  

who reproaches me, For I trust in Your word. 

 

REASON #3 – It Brings Hope  

 

  Psalm 119:74 

Those who fear You will be glad when they see me, Because I  

have hoped in Your word. 

   

Romans 15:4 

For whatever things were written before were written for our 

learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope. 

 

 REASON #4 – It Is a Sure Foundation  

 

Psalm 119:89-90 

Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.90 Your 

faithfulness endures to all generations; You established the 

earth, and it abides. 

 

Psalm 119:160 

The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your 

righteous judgments endures forever. 

 

REASON #5 – It Provides Guidance and Direction  

 

  Psalm 119:105  

Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 

Psalm 119:133  

Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have 

dominion over me. 
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REASON #6– It Brings Understanding  

   

Psalm 119:169  

  Let my cry come before You, O Lord; Give me understanding  

according to Your word. 

 

REASON #7 – It Establishes Peace  

 

Psalm 119:165 

Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing  

causes them to stumble. 

 

John 14:27 

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 

gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 

it be afraid. 

 

REASON #8 – It Brings Joy  

   

Psalm 119: 161-162  

Princes persecute me without a cause, But my heart stands in 

awe of Your word. 162 I rejoice at Your word As one who finds 

great treasure. 

 

We Can Now Agree with The Psalmist… 

How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

(Psalm 119:103) 

 

 


