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SERMON DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2021 

 

SERMON SERIES: THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING  

 

SERMON TITLE: THAT’S WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

John 3:16-18 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For 

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he 

has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

During the Christmas holiday season, on radio stations across the country, one 

song will be a part of every Christmas song rotation – That’s What Christmas 

Means to Me.  The most covered version is the one written by Allen Story, Anna 

Gordy Gaye, and George Gordy and has been recorded by numerous famous 

musical artists. The most distinctive line of the lyrics is “all these things and more, 

that’s what Christmas means to me”. Though the song has a great musical melody, 

scene capturing lyrics and several very catchy phrases, it fails to capture the true 

meanings surrounding Christmas like the birth of Chris the gift of God, and the 

hope He bring, the joy He provides, the peace with God He established, and the 

anticipated eternal life He has accomplished for all those who receive Him and 

Lord and Savior.  
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What Christmas Means to Me is that… 

God would give the perfect gift to people who have been left out. 

 

God did it by orchestrating a detailed plan… 

Conversation Point #1 Through an open and authentic conversation with 

Nicodemus, John 3:1-15   

Plain Talk #1  

o With a man  

o With a pharisee 

o With a scholar  

o With a politician  

o With a representative of humanity  

o With one who has failed in spiritual things  

Transition: Jesus initiated a spiritual conversation with those who had been left out 

of God’s gift - eternal life 

 

God’s detailed plan came… 

Conversation Point #2 With provisions/with a solution 

Plain Talk #2  

God’s part  

John 3:13–14 (NLT)  

13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come 

down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the 

wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,  
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My part  

John 3:15-18 

15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 16 For God so loved 

the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 

Son of God. 

Plain Talk #3  

o God sent His Son to save-Number 21:1-9; Isa 7:13-14; John 3:16 

Numbers 21:1–9 (NLT)  

1 The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that the Israelites 

were approaching on the road through Atharim. So he attacked the Israelites and 

took some of them as prisoners. 2 Then the people of Israel made this vow to the 

LORD: “If you will hand these people over to us, we will completely destroy all 

their towns.” 3 The LORD heard the Israelites’ request and gave them victory over 

the Canaanites. The Israelites completely destroyed them and their towns, and the 

place has been called Hormah ever since. 4 Then the people of Israel set out from 

Mount Hor, taking the road to the Red Sea to go around the land of Edom. But the 

people grew impatient with the long journey, 5 and they began to speak against 

God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die here in the 

wilderness?” they complained. “There is nothing to eat here and nothing to drink. 

And we hate this horrible manna!” 6 So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among the 

people, and many were bitten and died. 7 Then the people came to Moses and cried 

out, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you. Pray that the 

LORD will take away the snakes.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 Then the LORD 

told him, “Make a replica of a poisonous snake and attach it to a pole. All who are 

bitten will live if they simply look at it!” 9 So Moses made a snake out of bronze 

and attached it to a pole. Then anyone who was bitten by a snake could look at the 

bronze snake and be healed!  
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God’s detailed plan came… 

Conversation Point #3 With supernatural instructions 

Plain Talk #4  

• That moved impatient, restless, and forgetful people from a quick fix to a 

permanent solution - 2 Kings 18:4; John 3:17-18 

2 Kings 18:4 (NLT)  

4 He removed the pagan shrines, smashed the sacred pillars, and cut down the 

Asherah poles. He broke up the bronze serpent that Moses had made, because the 

people of Israel had been offering sacrifices to it. The bronze serpent was called 

Nehushtan.  

• That caused mankind to wrestle with his new birth. A choice to believe, have 

faith and trust in Jesus Christ. John 3:3-8 

John 3:3–8 (NLT)  

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the 

Kingdom of God.” 4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an 

old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?” 5 Jesus replied, “I 

assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and 

the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth 

to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 

wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it 

comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the 

Spirit.”  

Summary: Jesus provides a blueprint for an authentic conversation for those who 

have been left out! 
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Give someone the gift that keeps giving by… 

✓ Have an authentic conversation with them 

✓ Keep it plain 

✓ Conversation starters: * Have you ever been left out? * Do you know Jesus? 

* Did you ever get a gift you thought was going to make you happy…only to                                                                                                                        

find out it did not? 

✓ Ask if you could share with them the best gift you’ve received. 

 

 

 


