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SERMON DATE: DECEMBER 19, 2021 

 

SERMON SERIES: THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING   

 

SERMON TITLE: SEEING CHRIST DURING CHRISTMAS  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Matthew 2:1-2, 8-12 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born 

King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, 

and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him 

also.” 9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had 

seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they 

had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down 

and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to 

Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they 

should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

The sights of the Christmas holiday season are something to behold. Houses decked with 

streams of lights lining the roof tops and edges. Shrubs and trees in the front lawn wrapped in 

flashing lights in an array of colors. Beautiful wreaths donning the front doors, and splendidly 

decorated Christmas trees prominently displayed through large picture windows, with gifts 

underneath beautifully wrapped with colorful paper, ribbons, and bows. Although outside in 

some front-yards are nativity scenes scattered here and there amongst all the other decorations, 

it is often very difficult to distinguish the Christ of whom Christ-mas was named. Although the 

splendor of the season’s decorations exhilarates the senses, the true beauty of Christmas is the 

acute awareness of the wonderful gift of Christ, the redeemer of mankind, and His free gift of 

eternal life.        
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Character:  Harold Grumpleton  

- Middled aged man who has lost the joy of Christmas…who is tolerant but 

doesn’t see any real meaning during Christmas    

- Married to the lovely former Joyous E. Merry who loves the Christmas Season 

(decorations, lights, chorales, gifts, wrapping paper, etc.) 

- Although he grew up going to church and attends occasionally with his wife 

and children, Harold’s gripe is that Christmas is simply a trumped-up holiday 

designed to get you to spend money, and it doesn’t help that years ago his trusty 

childhood companion, Checkers, the dog, died on Christmas day.    

POINT #1 - Self-Interest Can Hinder from Seeing Christ  

 Herod (an extreme case)  

- Given the designation by the Romans Vassal king (“King of the Jews”) 

- Vassal (client-king) – a holder of land by feudal tenure on conditions of homage 

and allegiance; a person or country in a subordinate position to another 

- Paranoid about who would be usurpers to his throne 

Matthew 2:1-2 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where 

is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 

East and have come to worship Him.” 

Modern Day  

- Black Friday Sales  

- Happy Holidays vs. Merry Christmas – no setting apart of Christmas  

- Gift-giving for notoriety and acknowledgement 

- Christmas parties and social gatherings (“Drink Responsibly” campaigns)    

 

POINT #2 – If You Are Looking for Him, You Will Find Him 

  Matthew 2:9-10 

9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had 

seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young 

Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 
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Jeremiah 29:13 

And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

NOTE: When they Found Him, They Worshipped  

 Matthew 2:2 & 11a 

2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen 

His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 

11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary 

His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.  

Oh, Come Let Us Adore Him   

 NOTE: Finding Jesus Will Have Significant Impact  

Matthew 2:11b  

And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh 

POINT #3 – Some Ways We Can See Christ at Christmas   

The Songs – Angels Sing Glory to The Highest (Luke 2:13-14) 

The Lights – In Him Was Life & Light (John 1:4-5)  

The Tree – He Hung Upon a Tree (Act 5:29-31)  

The Gifts – God’s Gift of His Son (John 3:16-17)  

 

Harold tunes… into the broadcast of the Christmas Eve service his wife and children 

attended and hears the message by the pastor: Ways To See Christ at Christmas and 

begins to have a change of heart as he once again sees Christ at Christmas.   

 

 

 


