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SERMON DATE: JANUARY 9, 2022  

 

SERMON SERIES: THE CHURCH IS DEFINITELY ESSENTIAL 

 

SERMON TITLE: LOVING GOD, LOVING OTHERS (WORSHIP & MINISTRY) 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Mark 12:28-33 

28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, 

perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first 

commandment of all?” 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments 

is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 

all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” 32 So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have 

spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He. 33 And to love 

Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with all 

the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole 

burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

Throughout His earthly ministry, through performing miracles, Jesus established dialogue with 

religious leaders of the day. His preaching and teaching established His Father’s expressed 

desire to create for Himself a special people set apart to accomplish His special purposes in the 

earth. Last week, we asserted that there are five distinguishable primary purposes for which this 

special people, Christ’s Church, would exist to fulfill the mission He had begun. We also set 

forth that these purposes define the essential nature of the church. This week, we will consider 

two of the purposes that Jesus proclaimed had none greater: Loving God which we define as 

WORSHIP and Loving Others which we define as MINISTRY.    

 

Five Purposes of the Church: Worship, Fellowship, Evangelism, Discipleship and Ministry 
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WORSHIP – Loving God  

Mark 12: 30 – And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 

MINISTRY – Loving Others   

Mark 12:31 - And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

The Pharisee Scribe’s Question: “Which is the first commandment of all?” (Mark’s Gospel) 

POINT #1 – First Things Must Be First  

(Love The Lord with All Your Heart)  

Mark 12: 30 - And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 

Worth-ship  

The Father Is Seeking– True Worshippers  

John 4:22-24 

22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for  

salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the  

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is  

seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him  

must worship in spirit and truth.” 

 

Spirit & Truth – Relational  

 

Everything That Has Breath Can Praise   

Psalm 150:6 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord! 

 

Idolize vs. Worship - There Is a Difference!    

Idolize - admire, revere, or love greatly or excessively. 

Worship - the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity; to pay 

divine honors to; to reverence with supreme respect; loving or admiring devotion   
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Relational Worship  

1 Corinthians 13:1-2  

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have 

become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift 

of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have 

all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

 

  Matthew 7:22-23 

Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 

name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 

And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!’ 

 

POINT #2 – First and Second Are Synonymous   

(Truly Loving People Out of A Sincere Heart) 

Mark 12:31 - And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

1 Corinthians 13:3 

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 

be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 

 

POINT #3 – Being Close to The Kingdom Is Not Enough  

Mark 12:34 

Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “you are not far 

from the kingdom of God.” 

 

1 John 4:20-21 

If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 

not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not 

seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must 

love his brother also. 

 

FINAL NOTE:  All that we do in relationship with and service to God should flow 

out of our deep love for Him and our committed love for others.   


