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SERMON DATE: JANUARY 16, 2022 

SERMON SERIES: THE CHURCH IS DIFINITIVELY ESSENTIAL  

SERMON TITLE: FELLOWSHIP – IDENTIFIABLY DISTINCTIVE  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Matthew 28:16-19 

16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 

appointed for them. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 

and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

In the Great Commissioning of His disciples Jesus Christ commanded them to “baptize” all 

those who would Christ believe in Him. This we call Christian Baptism one of the two 

ordinances of the church. This ordinance can be described as a public declaration that someone 

who has heard the gospel message of Christ, repented of their sins, accepted Jesus as Lord and 

Savior, who now identify as one who has died to their old way and life of sin, are now through 

faith in Christ Jesus committed to live a new life guidance by His divine principles, and 

empowered to do so through the abiding presence of His Holy Spirit within. This act of 

obedience signifies that a person is not ashamed to be identifiably and distinctively named as on 

who is in fellowship with God through His Son Jesus Christ, and one who dwells in fellowship 

with His followers.  

This week we will focus on how the church afford born-again believers the God-given 

opportunity to live out this fellowship with Him and Christ followers actively and intentionally.   

“THE GREAT COMMISSION”   

Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
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Commission - 

An authorization to perform certain duties or task; the authority to act for another;  

a group of people chosen to perform specific duties   

 

The Commissioning Is Why Jesus Said:  

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth.  (Matthew 28:18)  

“Baptizing them” 

Fellowship – Identifying with the body of Christ  

We Are Called to Belong, Not Just Believe   

POINT #1 - Fellowship Brings New Identity  

 Children of God 

I John 3:1-2 

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should 

be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it 

did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet 

been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

Galatians 2:20  

" I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

POINT #2 - Fellowship Brings New Community     

  Acts 2:41-44 

41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 

about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued 

steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and 

signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were 

together, and had all things in common, 
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Fellowship  - friendly association, especially with people who share the same interests 

- Mutual association of persons on equal and friendly terms; a group of 

companions, partnership, mutual sharing   

Ephesians 2:19 

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

POINT #3 - Fellowship Brings a New Way of Doing Life 

IDENTIFIABLY DISTINCTIVE 

  Romans 6:1-4 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do 

you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

 God the Holy Spirit…  

takes our personalities and works in us to produce the character of Christ 

that is loving, and exhibits fruits of "joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self–control" (Galatians 5:22–23) 

Jesus is the Vine, and we are the branches these fruits are to hang on.  

Fellowship - The BRANCHES exist in FELLOWSHIP with the VINE as the source, 

and coexist in FELLOWSHIP with the rest of the BRANCHES. 

John 15:5 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

FINAL NOTE:    

“The Christian life is Christ living His life in and through the believer. The life of Christ 

is reproduced in the child of God by the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, it is a new 

life with new relationships. It has a new source––Jesus Christ.”  


