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SERMON DATE: JANUARY 2, 2022 

SERMON SERIES: THE CHURCH IS DEFINITIVELY ESSENTIAL 

SERMON TITLE: THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF THE CHURCH 

30 ESSENTIAL: Church - I believe the church is God's primary way to accomplish His purposes on 

earth today. Ephesians 4:15-16  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 

MATTHEW 16:13-18 

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who 

do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that 

I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

SERIES OVERVIEW 

 

There is an international building project that is under way. It was planned and the blueprints developed 

before the foundations of the world by God Himself. Jesus spoke of such in endeavors in Matthew 16:18 

when He declared “upon on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.” There was a groundbreaking ceremony on the first Christmas day, and the foundation was laid 

over approximately a 33 ½ year lifespan. The construction process ensued over 2000 years ago on a hill 

just outside of the city of Jerusalem called Golgotha but kicked into high gear when the chief project 

engineer the Holy Spirit, was given primary responsibility of day-to-day operation to complete the project 

through his internal work within every born-again believer on a day we refer to as Pentecost.   

 

This effort is the building of God’s of church through the redemptive work of His Son Jesus Christ. 

Within this sermon series we will establish the essential need of the church in today and in each 

generation since Jesus’ ascension until His soon return, the absolute need to continue the building thereof, 

and the essential purposes for which it exist to serves and accomplish.       

 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

 

The church (ekklesia) of which Jesus spoke in our focus text, is the primary means through which God is 

accomplishing His divine purposes in the earth. Its existence was so vitally important to Him that He was 

willing to send His only begotten Son in the person of Jesus Christ to suffer and die at the hands of sinful 

men whom He Himself had created. His sacrificial death and offering of Himself was the key to its 

establishment and fortification. Jesus Himself while teaching and preparing the way within the hearts of 

His listeners and followers, established five distinguishable primary purposes for which His church would 

exist in fulfilling His mission. These purposes define the essential nature of the church. 
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What Is Church?  

 

Matthew 16:18 

     

“…on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against 

it.” 

 

“Church” – (ekklesia – a calling out) 

ek - out of   klesis -  a calling 

 

Church = “Called Out Ones” 

 

Titus 2:13-14 
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 

purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18  

17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. 

Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, 

And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

“My” – possessive pronoun (something belongs to someone)  

 

POINT #1 - Called into Relationship not Religion  

 

Jesus Christ’s Church -   

 

Family of God  Matthew 12:48-50 
48 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who 

is My mother and who are My brothers?” 49 And He 

stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here 

are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the 

will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and 

mother.” 

   

Household of God  Ephesians 2:19b  

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, 

but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, 
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Citizens of heaven  Ephesians 2:19a 

 

    Philippians 3:20 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly 

wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

Citizenship By Nature of Birth  

 

“You Must Be Born-Again” (John 3:7)  

   

Community    Acts 2:44-47 

44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in 

common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and 

divided them among all, as anyone had need.46 So 

continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 

bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness 

and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor 

with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 

those who were being saved. 

   

Kingdom   John 18:36-37   

    Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world… 

 

37).  Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” 

Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this 

cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the 

world, that I should bear witness to the truth. 

 

   

Army of Jesus Church  2Timothy 2:3-4 

You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of 

Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself 

with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who 

enlisted him as a soldier. 

 

Temple of God  Ephesians 2:21 

in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 

place of God in the Spirit. 

 

1Corinthians 6:19-20 
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19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you 

are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; 

therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 

are God’s. 

POINT #2 – The Church Is An Organism not Organization 

 

Body of Christ    1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the 

members of that one body, being many, are one body, so 

also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—

and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.   

 

Colossians 1:24 
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my 

flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake 

of His body, which is the church, 

     

 

POINT #3 - The Church Exist To Serve Divine Purpose 

 

30 ESSENTIAL Believe: Church 

I believe the church is God's primary way to accomplish His purposes on earth 

today. (Ephesians 4:15-16) 

  

Jesus Christ established five distinguishable primary purposes 

 

 Five Purposes: Worship, Fellowship, Evangelism, Discipleship and Ministry 

 

            A Job To Do 

 

Matthew 4:19 

Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”   

Ephesians 2:10 
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  

  

 

    


