
 

 

 

SERMON DATE: April 10, 2022 

30 ESSENTIAL:  God - I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God; Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

SERMON SERIES: JESUS GOD’S INVITATION TO THE WORLD   

SERMON TITLE: The Son Destined for Greatness  

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

John 12:12-16 

The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him and cried 

out “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ The King of Israel!”14 

Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Fear not, 

daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 16 His disciples 

did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things 

to Him. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

The unassuming Jesus of Nazareth had a humble beginning. After being born, his first baby 

crib was makeshift out of a trough where animal livestock had previously fed. Even the town 

He was raised in didn’t have much prestige or notoriety, as one question in reference to the 

town was “can anything good come out of Nazareth”. (John 1:46) Then the looming scandal 

over His conception had been a lasting undertone narrative throughout His life.  Additionally, 

Jesus Himself fell out of good graces with the townspeople when He began proclaiming He 

was the Son of God.  On the day the He rode into Jerusalem riding on a donkey, many hailed 

Him as King of Israel and cheered Him on with Hosanna but did not know that He was riding 

into Jerusalem to fulfills His great destiny of dying for the sins of the world.   

Symbolism of Palm Branches 

 

Righteous Prosper - Psalm 92:12  

 

Victory - Revelation 7:9  

Church Historians - The Early Church used the palm to express the triumph of 

Christians over death through the resurrection; another tradition holds that they 

placed at their grave sites.   

 



POINT #1 - A King on A Donkey 

v.13) took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him and cried out “Hosanna! 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ The King of Israel!” 

Fulfillment Of Christological Prophecy  

Zechariah 9:9 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 

King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, 

A colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Rejoice, O people of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your 

king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a 

donkey- riding on a donkey’s colt.  (NLT)  

NOTE: 

 A King on a horse would have suggested He came for war 

 A King on a donkey denoted He came in peace 

 

The Multitude Believed Him to Be a Prophet Not the Son of God  

Matthew 21:10-11 

10 And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, 

“Who is this?” 11 So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” 

So Then, Why Were They So Excited?  

Luke 19:37 

Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole 

multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all 

the mighty works they had seen, 

 

POINT #2 - Why did He ride into town? 

…Knowing what would happen to Him; 

(John 11:53-54 “Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him 

to death” …  

 

Garden of Gethsemane  

 

Luke 22:42 

saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, 

not My will, but Yours, be done.” 

 

A. He knew the penalty (Hell- eternal separation from God) for sin was real 



 

Romans 3:23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

B. He Knew We Needed to Be Saving from The Penalty  

Romans 10:8-9  

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your 

mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved. 

 

C. To Propitiate for Sin 

Propitiate - win or regain the favor of someone by doing something that 

pleases them. 

  1 John 2:2 

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the whole world. 

  Romans 5:6-8 

For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a 

good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His 

own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 Dying For the Sins of The World Was the Greatness the Son Was Destined For   

 

POINT #3 - For the Glory Before Him  

v. 16) His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that 

they had done these things to Him. 

 

Hebrews 12:2 

 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 

before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. (NIV)  

 

 



The Hope in Good News  

 

The Great Alaskan earthquake  

 

On March 27, 1964, at 5:36 p.m., a great earthquake of magnitude 9.2 occurred in 

the Prince William Sound region of Alaska lasting approximately 4 minutes. The 

second largest earthquake ever recorded in the world. The estimated damage at the 

time totaled in the hundreds of millions of dollars. Surprisingly enough, the number 

of deaths from the earthquake which was felt as far away as California totaled 131; 

with most in Alaska and some in Oregon and California, given that in cities like 

Anchorage Alaska whole city blocks disappeared, leaving only massive craters and 

rubble. Much of the damage and most of the lives lost were due to large tsunami 

water waves. As night fell, through the darkness of the terrifying nightfall, one news 

reporter by the name of Genie Chance committed to proclaiming good news. Genie 

sat by her radio microphone, passing along messages of hope over the airways to 

desperate people sitting by their radios. A husband heard that his wife was alive; 

distraught families heard that their sons on a Boy Scout camping trip were okay; a 

couple heard that their children had been found. As the radio crackled with line after 

line of good news there was joy and hope amidst the ruin. As it seemed for many all 

hope seemed lost, there was Hope in the Good News.     

 

John 3:16-18 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For 

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through Him might be saved.18 “He who believes in Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he 

has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 


