
 

 

SERMON DATE: April 24, 2022  

30 ESSENTIAL:  God - I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

   - 2 Corinthians 13:14 

SERMON SERIES: JESUS GOD’S INVITATION TO THE WORLD   

SERMON TITLE: The Return of The Great King  

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Acts 1:9-11 

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 

Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, 

two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing 

up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like 

manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

 When Jesus arose from the grave, He rose as the conquering King. His conquest of death, hell and the 

grave were monumental.  He had accomplished the immortality many of kings of the earth before Him 

had so deeply desired. Thus, His disciples were eager to ask the question in Acts 1:6: “Lord, will You at this 

time restore the kingdom of Israel?” The meaning of His having previously told them weeks earlier that 

He would have to go away to prepare a place for them, after which He would return for them (John 14:3) 

had escaped them.  Until shortly after their question He ascends into heaven right before their eyes and 

the two angels remind them of His promise to return. Since that day every follower of Jesus has lived with 

the same anticipation of that wonderous and glorious return.   

The Promise of His Return…  

John 14:3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 

you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

POINT #1 - The King Who’s True to His Word  

Matthew 24:35 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 

Jesus The Solid Rock of Trust…  

 Psalm 62:7-8 



In God is my salvation and my glory; The rock of my strength, and my refuge, 

is in God. 8 Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before 

Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah 

 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER  

Trust And Distrust in America, July 22, 2019 

 

- 71% think interpersonal confidence has worsened in the past 20 years.  

- And about half (49%) think that Americans are not as reliable as they used to be 

- About three-in-four Americans (79%) think their fellow citizens have too little 

confidence in each other. 

He Is Risen Just Like He Said… 

  Matthew 28:6 

He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord 

lay. 

POINT #2 - Hope of His Return  

Acts 1:11- who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 

as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

  What is the special character of biblical hope? 

Biblical Hope  

- is not finger-crossing, rabbit foot rubbing, or lucky charm holding. It is a confident 

expectation trusting in the One who had created the expectation. Hebrews calls it 

the “full assurance of hope” (6:11). 

OBSERVATION - “If we are not careful, it is possible to get so bound up in a world that builds and 

embraces the ideology it doesn’t require a Savior that we no longer place our hope 

in His return?”    

POINT #3 - Reset Our Hope (Renew Our Watchfulness)  

  Luke 24:50-53 

50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed 

them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them 

and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. 

Amen. 

A. No Man Knows the Day 



Acts 1:7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father 

has put in His own authority. 

Matthew 24:36-37 

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father 

only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

B. As A Thief in The Night  

  1 Thessalonians 5:2 

For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 

night. 

C. Labor Pains Proceed  

  1 Thessalonians 5:3 

For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, 

as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 

D. Live Anticipating His Return  

 Matthew 24:42 

Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 

 Colossians 3:1-2 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things 

on the earth. 

It’s probably fair - to assume that after 2,000 years of waiting for what seemed imminent, 

many have set aside this anticipation and simply gone about their everyday lives, raising 

their families, working to provide shelter and food, pursuing pleasure, and living “my best 

life”, and in many cases being enslaved by a culture that places achievement and success 

above all else. 

But Jesus Warns… 

Luke 21:34 

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, 

drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 

Carousing - the activity of drinking alcohol and enjoying oneself with others in a noisy, lively 

way. (Surfeiting – KJV; Dissipation – NASB)  

And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” 

     Mark 13:37 


