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SERMON SERIES: THE UNDENIABLE POWER OF PRAYER  

SERMON TITLE: PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO PRAYER  

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

30 ESSENTIAL: Prayer - I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request before Him and to find direction 

for my daily life. Psalm 66:16-20 

 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 

Luke 5:15-16 

15). However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came 

together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities. 16 So He Himself often withdrew 

into the wilderness and prayed.  

 

OVERVIEW 

The young man declared “with my busy schedule I just don’t have time to pray”.  To this his friend 

responded: “prayer is too important for me not, but I must admit sometimes I forget to pray but I have 

committed to do so.”  Many of us more often than we are willing to admit feel the same way as the first 

young. Feeling that the busyness of life prohibits us from praying or feeling that there are just not enough 

convenient or advantageous times to pray. However, because of the significance of prayer, we should not 

look to “find” time to pray, we should, like the second young commit to “make” time for prayer. This 

week we will highlight how Jesus by example demonstrated this need to “make” time for prayer, and 

essential endeavor to develop and maintain a lifestyle of prayer.     

Focus Statement:   Jesus spent personal time in prayer with God the Father for strength, 

instruction, guidance, and communion.  

POINT #1 – Pray Is Communion With Our Relational God   

Communion - is cherished familiar connection  

 

2 Corinthians 6:18 

“I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord 

Almighty. 

 

John 1:12 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 

God, to those who believe in His name: 

 



Prayer Is A Relational Endeavor  

Our Father in heaven… 

NOTE: “Prayer is essential to a Christ-centered life, a life purposed to pleasing God.” 

John 8:28 & 29 

28). “…I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father has taught Me…”  

29). “…for I always do those things that please Him…” 

 

NOTE: “Jesus’ life was God-centered; therefore He spent much time in communion with God His Father 

through prayer” 

 

Prayer Is Personal Time with God 

“Personal time in prayer with God is essential to the health of a personal relationship with 

Him 

Personal Nature of Prayer  

 

Matthew 6:6 

“But you, when you pray, go into your room (closet – personal place), and when you have 

shut the door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you openly.”    

 

Prayer Is Access To Great Possibilities  

E. M. Bounds - The Possibilities of Prayer (1923) 

"How vast are the possibilities of prayer! How wide is its reach! What great things are 

accomplished by this divinely appointed means of grace!... It brings things to pass which would 

never otherwise occur. The story of prayer is the story of great achievements. Prayer is a 

wonderful power placed by Almighty God in the hands of His saints, which may be used to 

accomplish great purposes and to achieve unusual results… The only limits to prayer are the 

promises of God and His ability to fulfill those promises…” 

POINT #2 - Making Time for Prayer Is Making Time for God 

 

Prayer Takes Commitment!  

Luke 6:12  

“Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and 

continued all night in prayer to God.” 

Make Time… 

Matthew 14:22-23  



“Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the 

other side, while He sent the multitudes away.” “And when He had sent the 

multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when 

evening came, He was alone there.” 

POINT #3 – Nurture A Lifestyle of Prayer  

Luke 5:16 - So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. 

Luke 18:1 

“The He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not faint (lose 

heart).”  

Ephesians 6:18 

praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 

with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints 

 

Prayer Quote: 

"True prayer is a way of life, not just for use in cases of emergency. Make it a habit, and 

when the need arises you will be in practice." - Billy Graham 

Prayer Is Amazing Opportunity  

Little Shelena’s – A four-year-old girl by the name Melinda. Her favorite story was “The 

Three Little Pigs” which she asked her mom or dad to read every single night 

before bed. They gladly obliged, but after several months, her father got a bright 

idea. He recorded the story on tape and told her to simply press “play” before 

jumping under the covers.  She resisted. 

“But, honey,” he told her, “you can still hear it.” 

“Yes,” she replied, “but I can’t sit in its lap.” 

Creator of the Universe is eager to spend time with you and with me, but the only way we 

can experience conversation and communion with Him is through personal and corporate 

prayer. 


