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30 ESSENTIAL: Prayer - I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request before Him and to find direction 

for my daily life. Psalm 66:16-20 

 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

James 1:5-8 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, 

and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive 

anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  

OVERVIEW 

There are some things in life that are synonymous and must be accompanied by the other like hunger and 

eating, and thirst and drinking.  The one cannot be satisfied without the other. This is true of prayer and 

faith. Just as a thirsty man cannot satisfy his thirst without a drink, neither can prayer be answered, or the 

desired outcome requested in prayer be obtained without faith.  The one depends upon the other. The two 

are inseparable and equally essential and form a dependent union.  This week will consider the dependent 

nature of prayer and faith and how this dynamic duo work together to give us access to the limitless 

power of God, and the great possibilities His abilities afford those who place faith and trust in those 

abilities.   

Our Church-wide time of Prayer is noble endeavor…  but if not coupled with faith it can easily 

simply become a rote church activity  

    Rote – mechanical or habitual repetition, routine; course of procedure  

POINT #1 – It Takes Two  

  v. 5 - let him ask of God, (prayer)  

  v. 6 – let him ask in faith (faith)  

Prayer and Faith – One Depends on the other  

 

NOTE #1- Faith By Nature Requires Trust… 

…When We Pray We Must Trust That God Is A Liberal Giver  

v. 5- let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 



Ephesians 3:20  

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 

ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 

The Power That Works In Us – Faith  

1 John 5:4  

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 

that has overcome the world—our faith. 

POINT #2 - Prayers Infected With Doubt Will Not Be Answered 

JAMES 1:6-7 

v.6 - But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  

v.7 - For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the 

Lord; 

Peter, Why Did You Doubt? 

Matthew 14:28-31 

And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come 

to You on the water.” 29 So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come 

down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he 

saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he 

cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out 

His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did 

you doubt?” 

  “Little Faith” – Little Trust  

    Oligopistos - lacking confidence in Christ  

-used only five times, each time “O ye/thou of little faith”   

    Tender Rebukes: For anxiety (Matt. 6:30 & Luke 12:28)  

          For fear (Matt. 8:26; 14:31; 16:8) 

POINT #3 - Doubt Untreated Diminishes Faith 

James 1:6 - But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 

Faith Stabilizes – Doubt Destabilizes  

NOTE #2: Doubting God can Affect Other Areas of Your Life  

 James 1: 8 -  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 



If Doubt Is An Infection – How Do I Treat It?  

  Treatment For Doubt:  

1). Build Faith With The Word 

2). Exercise Faith Regularly   

Build Faith Through Word - Faith Comes by hearing the Word  

Romans 10:17 

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God. 

Regular Exercise Of Faith – Faith Without Exercise Dies  

James 2:20 

But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without 

works is dead? 

 

Church-Wide Challenge -  Let’s Believe God In A Ways We Have Never Believed Him 

Before, To See Him Do What We Have Never Seen Him Do 

Before.  


