
 

 

SERMON DATE: June 12, 2022 

30 ESSENTIALS: PERSONAL GOD – I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.  
    Psalm 121:1-2 

SERMON SERIES: DIVINE APPOINTMENTS    

SERMON TITLE: Divine Appointment – Lazarus 

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

  John 11:5-11 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when He heard that he was sick, 

He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 7 Then after this He said to the 

disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews 

sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 

twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 

the light of this world. 10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not 

in him.” 11 These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, 

but I go that I may wake him up.” 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

The song writer wrote: “He’s an on-time God, yes He is”. Yet so often in life we wonder if this is 

true. As time on the clock of our expectations counts down, a sense of fear, despair, and 

anxiousness begins to settle in. The hopefulness that was began with slowly wanes until at times 

there may be a feeling of no hope at all. However, God is not limited or restrained by time.  Time, 

He created to help us manage our interactions with one another, but not to govern His interactions 

with us.  The story of Lazarus is a case study in this truth and will serve as a platform from which 

to demonstrate God’s ability to supersede time, space, and nature in order to accomplish His great 

purposes. And when He sets up a Divine Appointment the timing may not agree with our timetable 

but, it will be right “on-time” for it will be in “His-time”.   

 

POINT #1 - The Crisis of Time  

- Lazarus Is Gravely Ill  

John 11:1&3  

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You 

love is sick.” 



NOTE: The gravity of the circumstance will heighten our sense and awareness of time, 

however, God when dealing with mankind is never governed by time although he will 

operate within time. 

 

God Made Time for Man’s Sake:  

 

“God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night, So the evening and the 

morning were the first day”.  (Genesis 1:5)  

In Our Text… 

Jesus Reveals - Lazarus’ Sickness is a Divine Appointment  

John 11:4  

When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the 

glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  

NOTE: With God, the graver the circumstance, the more heightened the glory he will get 

out it.   

 

POINT #2 - Delay is Not a Lack of Love  

John 11:5-6 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when He heard that he 

was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 

NOTE: There are times God’s delay is driven by His loving desire to provide a distinct 

blessing. 

 

POINT #3 - There Were Other Appointments 

1). The Disciples’ Divine Appointment  

To Increase Their Faith  

John 11:14-15 

Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes 

that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless, let us go to him.” 

 

2). Martha’s Divine Appointment  

Bring Clarity Concerning the Resurrection  

 



John 11:25-27 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in 

Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the 

world.” 

3). Mary’s Divine Appointment  

To Reveal His Love  

John 11:32-36  

32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at 

His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not 

have died.”33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 And 

He said, “Where have you laid him? “They said to Him, “Lord, come and 

see.”35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 

4). The Weepers Divine Appointment  

To Inspire Saving Faith  

John 11:36-37 & 45  

36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 37 And some of them said, 

“Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this 

man from dying?” 

45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things 

Jesus did, believed in Him. 

5). Lazarus’s Divine Appointment  

To Reveal His Power  

     John 11:42-44  

42 And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are 

standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.”43 Now when 

He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 

44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, 

and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and 

let him go.” 


