
 

 

 
30 ESSENTIALS: PERSONAL GOD – I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.  

   - Psalm 121:1-2 
SERMON SERIES: DIVINE APPOINTMENTS          

SERMON TITLE: Divine Appointment – Zacchaeus, an Encounter with Jesus 

SERMON DATE: June 26, 2022 

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Luke 19:1-10 

Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold, there was a man named 

Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus 

was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. 5 And when 

Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus,  make 

haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 So he made haste and came 

down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He 

has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the 

Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from 

anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 

has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has 

come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

All of us have certain people we prefer and others not so much. Some whom we prefer and 

graciously receive, while others we do not. Those whom we most likely only offer common 

courtesy at the very least but certainly no preferential treatment. Zacchaeus was one who by most 

standards would have fallen in this non-preferred category, or even stood outside of the very 

spectrum of preference. As he was not liked at all by most of those in his community. And due to 

his practices had in many ways earned this distinction. However, Jesus realized what other around 

Zacchaeus did not, that an encounter with Him the Son of Almighty God, and an experience of His 

love, would bring about a changed heart, a renewed mind, a restored soul, and a transformed life. 

Essentially a new life! With this goal in mind Jesus showed him preferential treatment and declared 

“today I must stay at your house.” Inviting Zacchaeus to his Divine Appointment to experience the 

grace and love of God resulting in saving faith in the Son of God Christ Jesus the Lord.  

 

  



Self-Improvement is Trending: 

10 Powerful Steps for How to Change Your Life in 2022 

16 Things to Change Your life 

21 Quotes That Could Change Your Life 

21 Simple Ways to Change Your Life 

22 Micro Habits That Will Completely Change Your Life in A Year 

Books That Can Change Your Life (most were best sellers)  

However, One Book Was Missing from The List – The BIBLE - an estimated 5 billion copies 

sold and distributed) 

 

POINT #1 – The Personal God, has A Divine Appointment Especially for You 

Even Zacchaeus had an Appointment  

Luke 19:5a  “And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him,  

God is Not Willing that any Should Perish –  

2 Peter 3:9 

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 

longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all 

should come to repentance. 

 

POINT #2 – The Appointment is an Encounter with His Son  

Luke 19:5b  and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down for today I 

must stay at your house.” 

For Those Whose Hearts Are Open:  

1. An Encounter That Brings Joy – Luke 19:6 So he made haste and came down and       

received Him joyfully. 

     2. An Encounter That Changes the Mind - Luke 19:8a Then Zacchaeus stood and said to 

the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods 

to the poor; 

The Tale of Two Rich Men  

Zacchaeus & the Rich Young Ruler 

- Zacchaeus contrast with the Rich Young Ruler of Luke 18:18–23.  

 



 

- Both Zacchaeus and the Rich Young Ruler were wealthy men, but one was 

self-righteous and would not give up his possessions, while the other gave 

half his possessions to feed the poor 

3. An Encounter that Changes the Heart and Will– Luke 19:8b and if I have taken anything 

from anyone by false accusation, I restore 

fourfold.” 

Resulted In Zacchaeus having a repentant heart 

A repentant Heart – A heart that turns away from doing wrong   

Mark 1:14-15  

14). Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching  

the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15). and saying, “The time is fulfilled,  

and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

 

4. An Encounter That Changes Lives - Luke 19:9a And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 

has come to this house, 

Until Meeting Jesus - Zacchaeus was not living up to his name – his name meant 

innocent, pure or righteous   

What A Wonder Change- 

- According to Clement of Alexandria & other early church literature – 

Zacchaeus later became the Bishop of Caesarea 

- Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus brought salvation and reveals to us that 

true commitment to the lordship of Christ is evidenced in a changed life.   

- Jesus called this change in his life and his entrance into the kingdom of 

heaven “salvation”.  

- But this salvation didn’t begin in Zacchaeus but came to him by faith in 

the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

POINT #3 – Jesus is Still Making Appointment  

Luke 19:10  

for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

The Adage IF, THEN  

IF, An Appointment –  

    Is a specific time and place set for two parties to meet  

THEN, Jesus is Waiting for The Unsaved Second Party  

 



 

Romans 5:12, 15-19 (NLT) 

12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought 

death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 

15 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s 

gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to 

many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of 

forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. 16 And the 

result of God’s gracious gift is very different from the result of that 

one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but God’s free 

gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we are 

guilty of many sins. 17 For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused 

death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace 

and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph 

over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.18 Yes, Adam’s 

one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of 

righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for 

everyone. 19 Because one person disobeyed God, many became 

sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be 

made righteous. 


