
 

 

30 ESSENTIALS: IDENTITY IN CHRIST – I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God. 
- JOHN 1:12 
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SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Luke 9:23-26 

23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and  

take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the 

whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 

words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His 

Father’s, and of the holy angels. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

When desiring to build or accomplished something significant, one of the first considerations that 

must be made is: What will it take to achieve it?  Along with this vitally important consideration 

another question must be asked: How much will it cost? God when desiring to repair the breech 

between He and man, and reconcile Himself with mankind, in designing His plan to accomplishing 

this great endeavor took these very two questions into account. After answering them, then 

settled His plan. Jesus when accepting the assignment to fulfil His Father’s plan, also considered 

these two questions and decided to proceed with the plan as assigned. Even though the price or 

cost of the plan included a crucifying cross. Having completed the plan and paid the price of the 

salvation achieved by the plan, He compels us today by exclaiming to us I have paid the price, so 

salvation is free, but for you to be my disciple there a cost.   

 

The Way of The Cross is one of dying to self, and more alive in Christ. We call this process Sanctification.  

 The course of this Sanctification process we call Discipleship.  

Discipleship Defined - the condition or situation of being a disciple, a follower, or a student of 
 Disciple – follower 
 Discipleship – learning to follow 
 
Amity’s Focus - A primary focus of Amity which fall under the portion of our mission statement “To Know 

God”, is to develop committed followers of Christ (30 Essentials of the Committed Life) 



Jesus Defines Discipleship in Terms of self-denial  

Luke 9:23a  

Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, … 

 

OBSERVATION - The Cross is an Instrument of Death  

  Luke 9:23b  

   take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 

 

Crucifixion - is a method of capital punishment in which the victim is tied or nailed to a 

large wooden cross or beam and left to hang until eventual death from exhaustion and 

asphyxiation. 

 

POINT #1 - Identity Dichotomy  

There is a point in every truly born-again new Christian’s life in which he or she will be faced with 

an identity crisis. A perplexity to either identify with the new life in Christ and self-denying way of 

His Cross or continue in their old self-indulgent personal righteous way of life.   

Galatians 2:20  
“I have been crucified with Christ: it is no longer I who live, but Christ Lives in me; 

 and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
 me and gave himself for me.” 

 

  Colossians 3:1-3  
1 “If you then were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 

Christ is sitting at the right hand of God” 2 “Set your mind on things above not on 

things on the.” 3 “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

 

 Jesus Addresses This Identity Crisis- 

  

Luke 9:26 

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be 

ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy 

angels. 

 

NOTE: In Jesus, Loss Is Gain and Gain Is Loss  

Luke 9: 24-25 
24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 

sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is 

himself destroyed or lost? 

 



Philippians 3:8 

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

 

QUESTION: What are you holding on to that the Holy Spirit is telling you to let go of?  

 

POINT #2 – Understand the Price of Discipleship    

Following Jesus will undoubtedly require us to give up some things, this is the price of 

 discipleship. 

 Jesus Defines Discipleship in Three Terms:  Deny, Die & Follow   

   Deny - to disown  
    to abstain  
    to renounce or abandon 
   
 The Price Is Right! Its Reasonable  

 

  Romans 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

 your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your

 reasonable service. 

 

NOTE: Dying to Self is The Right Price for Following Jesus  

 

 

POINT #3 – Following is A Daily Decision  

 

 Salvation is Free, But Discipleship Has a Cost 

  

  Luke 9:23-26 

   23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny  

   himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 

 

Everyday Pressing Forth →  

 

 Philippians 3:12-14 
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I  may lay 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  13 Brethren, I do not count myself 

to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 

reaching forward to those things which are ahead,14 I press toward the goal for the prize 

of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 


