
 

30 ESSENTIALS: IDENTITY IN CHRIST – I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God. 
    - JOHN 1:12 
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SERMON TITLE: World Changers 
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SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr.  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

 Acts 17:1-6 

1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, 

where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, 

and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and 

demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This 

Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were persuaded; and a great 

multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 
5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men from 

the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house 

of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 6 But when they did not find them, 

they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have 

turned the world upside down have come here too. 7 Jason has harbored them, and these 

are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another —Jesus.” 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

Two thousand years ago, a young man from an inconsequential village and a modest family began 

sharing a message He declared was from the one true God to mankind. A message for any member 

of humanity who had an ear to ear, receive, and believe it with all their heart. He then went about 

validating who He was and His messages with miracles, signs and wonders the world had never 

seen. As He continued to proclaim His message and demonstrate is power, He develop a 

committed following of men and women whom he charged with the carrying the same message 

and sharing it with others. He was so committed to this message that He was willing to die rather 

than cease to proclaim it. Furthermore, He did something no other man before Him had done, 

after dying He resurrected back to life and this resurrection changed world as we know it.  And 

before departing the earth and returning to God who sent Him, He commissioned His followers to 

as He had done go and change the world in His name.    

 



Sermon Premise - The Way of The Cross is to Be World Changing  

 When God wanted to change the world, He sent Jesus, when Jesus wants to change the world, 

 he sends you and me. 

 

POINT #1 - Jesus Changed the World  

 Anno Domini  

 The terms anno Domini (AD) and before Christ (BC) are used to label or number years in the 

 Julian and Gregorian calendars. The term anno Domini is Medieval Latin and means 'in the year of 

 the Lord' or "our Lord". Taken from the full original phrase "anno Domini nostri Jesu Christi", 

 which translates to 'in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ'. This calendar era is based on the 

 traditionally reckoned year of the conception or birth of Jesus, AD counting years from the start of 

 this epoch and BC denoting years before the start of the era. This dating system was devised in 

 525 by Dionysius Exiguus but was not widely used until the 9th century. 

 Before B.C./A.D.  

 Systems of dating before B.C./A.D. was fully adopted were often based on significant events, 

 political leaders, and a well-kept chronology of the order in which they ruled. For example, the 

 Romans generally described years based on who was consul, by counting from the founding of 

 the city of Rome or based on what year of an emperor’s reign it was. Egyptians also used a 

 variation of this system, counting years based on years of a king’s rule. 

 BCE and CE  

 BCE (Before Common Era) and CE (Common Era) these abbreviations are tied to BC and AD 

 without being explicitly tied to Christianity.  They have been used since the early 1700s by 

 various writers and English language dictionaries 

 

OBSERVATION: There Is a Common Preoccupation With Changing The World  

  Song writers look to change with lyrics  

  Politicians look to change the world with policies  

  Social servants look to change the world through programs  

  Protesters look to change the world through public displays of rebellion  

  Activist look to change the world through movements  

  Jesus and His missional agency of Discipleship is changing the world one life at a time  

 
The Great Commission 
“go make disciples” 

 



 
  Matthew 28:19-20 

19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 20 Teaching them to observe all 
things that I commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” 

    
  Jesus is saying: 
    I have changed you, now go help change others.  
 
 Jesus = Changed the World 

 Disciples of Jesus = World Changer 

 

 

POINT #2 – We Are to Be Transformational Rather Than Conformational  

 

 Romans 12:2 

  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

  that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

NLT - Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new 

person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 

and pleasing and perfect. 

 

EMPHASIS - Jesus Named His Followers Salt & Light 

  Matthew 5:13 & 14 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be 

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot 

men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.   

 

 Both Salt and Light have a profound impact on the environment to which they are introduced.  

   

  The Salt Factor 

Salt has long been used for flavoring and for preserving food. It has also been used 

in tanning or dyeing leathers, and bleaching, and the production of pottery and 

soap. It is widely used in the chemical industry and for medicinal purposes. Baking 

soda is a type of salt. 

 



 

   Light Up the World  

    Matthew 5:15 & 16 

15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, 

and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

   

OBSERVATION: We as Christians, we face an identity crisis when we are conforming to 

the world rather than transforming it.      

  

POINT #3 - Torchbearers of The Message  

   Acts 17:2-3 
2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went into them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned 

with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had 

to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you 

is the Christ.” 

   

 Olympic Torchbearers Relay -  

   

  As each member of the relay team has an assigned responsibility to carry the torch,  

  likewise each born-again Christian is to carry the torch of the Gospel Message  

 

 We Are Also to Message with Our Lives -  

  “Living Epistles”  

 

  2 Corinthians 3:2-3 
2 You are our epistle written in our hearts, known, and read by all men; 3 clearly you 

are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the 

living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart. 

 

 

POINT #4 – Disciples Have Divine Change Agency  

 Salt & Light by The Power of Holy Spirit 

  John 14:15-16, 26 

    15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father,   

   and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 



26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 

teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 

 

 Collective Impact  

 “These” Turn the World Upside Down  

  Acts 17:6  

But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers 

of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come 

here too.  

 

QUESTION:  What Sermon Series is Your Life Preaching? 

 

 


