
 

 

 

 

SERMON TITLE: DISCERNING GOD’S WILL       

SERMON DATE: September 25, 2022 

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Ephesians 5:15-18 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days 

are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk 

with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

Jesus when given instructions on prayer in His Sermon on the Mount stated that a perpetual part of the 

Christian prayer life should be, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” He was 

essentially proclaiming the importance of continually seeking to fulfill God’s will in daily efforts of the 

Christian life. Discerning God’s will in particular matters, however, poses a challenge due in large to our as 

humankind and God’s crown jewel of creation being made in His image and likeness to also have a will; 

one that reflexively stands in contrast with God’s will. Knowing this, it is imperative that we as a body of 

believers stop to seek God’s heart as we prepare to “Forward March” into the “Tomorrow” He as 

ordained for us as a church.    

Amity’s Next Season – Every season presents new opportunities  

Ephesians Chapter Five – Has Four primary focuses of Christian instruction  

  Walk In Love – verses 1-7  

  Walk In Light – verses 8-14  

  Walk In Wisdom – verses 15-21 

  Marriage – Christ and the Church – verses 22-33   

INSTRUCTION #1 - Walk Circumspectly  

 v. 15 - See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

  Circumspect - to carefully consider in a prudent way  

  Prudent - showing care and thought for the future 

 Key Thought: When considering what’s next, or planning for the future, we are compelled   

 by God to exercise prudence  

 



INSTRUCTION #2 - Redeem The Time  

 v. 16 - redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 (NLT) - Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. 

 Key Thought: As we see the prevalence of wickedness in the world around us, we should be   

 more intentional to respond to the opportunities God presents to us.   

 

INSTRUCTION #3 - Understand What The Will Of The Lord Is 

 v. 17 - Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

 (NLT) - Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. 

 Key Thought: It is an unwise endeavor to not seek to discern the Lord’s will  

 

Five Questions To Ask When Discerning God’s Will  

1. What does the Bible say? 

 Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path – Psalm 119:105 

 

2. Has God’s heart been sought in prayer? 

 

Draw Near & Request Wisdom  

 

 Draw Near -  As we draw near to God in prayer, He draws near to us, and His desires   

  become our desires (James 4:8)  

 

   Jeremiah 29:12-13 - Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me,   

    and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and    

   find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  

 

 Request Wisdom – when we ask God for wisdom, know that He desires to give it   

   freely (James 1:5) 

 

3. Is there a sense of godly counsel from the Holy Spirit? 

  

   John 14:26 - But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will   

    send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring    

   to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 

 

  Personal Matters – What is God saying through mature, wise, godly    

   counselors? 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Is God’s providential hand visibly at work? 

 

Notice this is question four, not question one. Too often, we look for “open doors” and “closed 

windows” and make decisions accordingly. But it is important to root decisions in the objective truth 

of God’s Word and the wise counsel of the Holy Spirit. To be grounded when God, in His kind 

providence opens a door(s).  

 

   Psalm 37:5   Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, 

     And He shall bring it to pass. 

 

5. What is the wisest course of action? 

    

   Ephesians 5:15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools   

     but as wise 

 

INSTRUCTION #4 - Be Significantly Influenced By The Holy Spirit 

 v. 18 - And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

  Be not drunk with wine - A person who is drunk significantly influenced by an    

    intoxicant.    

  Filled with the Spirit – A person filled with the Spirit is significantly influenced by   

    counsel of God  

 Key Thought: The wisdom and guidance of the Holy Spirit is essential in discerning the  

 Lord’s will 

 

It is our prayer Oh Lord:  

  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

 

He is saying: “Come Follow Me” 


