
 

 

 

 

SERMON TITLE: When Forward is The Only Option     

SERMON DATE: September 4, 2022 

SENIOR PASTOR: Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Exodus 14:10-16 

10 And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 

marched after them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel cried out to the Lord. 11 
Then they said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in 

the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the word 
that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 

been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses 
said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will 
accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more 

forever. 14 The  Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” 15 And the Lord said to 

Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your rod and 
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea. 
 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

When trying to navigate the complexity of daily life activities it seems inevitable at some point, or another the 

need arises to call upon a means of accessing the network of the Global Positioning System better known as GPS.  

It becomes a must have in cases in which we are traveling in unfamiliar places. It offers turn-by-turn directions 

on which way to go and even the estimated time it will take to arrive at your destination. And when there is an 

obstruction or an obstacle in your path the GPS will offer an alternate route, a detour, by providing instructional 

options to either turn left or right, or to make a U-turn. Moses and the children of Israel found themselves 

journeying in unfamiliar territory and relying on the divine GPS, God Himself. However, when they found 

themselves faced with the obstacle of the Red Sea in the path, their GPS when providing them and option to 

further the journey didn’t give them a right turn or a left turn, nor a U-turn but simply said forward is your only 

option.   

 

Old Song: Take the Lord with You Everywhere Go  

POINT #1 - In Times of Uncertainty, God Desires to Affirm His Supremacy  

 Exodus 14:4 

Then I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh 

and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord.” And they did so. 



 

 

Historical Biblical Sources Indicate - Ancient Egyptians worshipped some 35 gods and goddesses at the time 

of the exodus   

Ten Plagues –  Other biblical scholarship tells us the ten plagues of Exodus were direct challenges by God 

to the worship of Egyptian deities   

 

OBSERVATION:  The Journey of Life Will Undoubtedly Have Times Of Uncertain 

➢ Uncertainty in matters of the heart - relationships  

➢ Uncertainty in matters of health  

➢ Uncertainty in matters of our state of being – anxiety, fear, depression  

➢ Uncertainty in matters of resources and sustainability – financial insecurity, job security 

➢ Uncertainty in matters of advancement or progress  

     

POINT #2 - The Way They Were Going God Chose 

 Exodus 13:18  

So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel 

went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 

 Exodus 14:2 

Speak to the children of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and 

the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp before it  by the sea. 

 

Personal Implications – the course of your life and all its twist and turns ups and down, God allowed to be 

to be so, or He chose it to be so.  In either case He wants you and I to know He reigns supreme and is able 

to do and be whatever is needed because He is the great I AM.    

 

POINT #3 - Forward Was the Only Option God Gave Them 

 Exodus 14:15 

And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 

A Revelation in The Human Anatomy:   

  God’s Design of The Human Body Is Best Equipped for Forward Movement  

 Eyes facing forward  

 Arms Are Most Effective Reaching forward  

 Feet face forward  

 Knees bend forward  

 



 

  

Spiritual Implication - God Intends for His People to Move Forward  

 The armor of God is only for the front – Ephesians 6:13-17 

 Goodness and Mercy following – Psalm 23:6  

 God’s word is forward moving – Deuteronomy 8:3 (Matt. 4:4) …every word that proceeds out 
of the mouth of God.  

 

Proceed – is an action of moving forward. 

example: proceed with caution  

 

NOTE: Standing on The Word of God Will Inevitably Result in Forward Progress 

 

POINT #4 - Forward We God  

Philippians 3:13-14 

13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things 

which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Military Motif  

  The military armed forces have a command that indicates the time to advance it “forward march”  

   Mark Time – to get all in sync and on one accord  

   After all are on one accord it is declared: “Forward March” 

  


