
 

 

 

SERMON TITLE: Knowing Christ:  
                             An Intimate Relationship with the Savior 

PASTOR: Dr. Leslie W. Smith 

 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Philippians 3:1-11 
 1Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same 
things again is no trouble for me, and it is a safeguard for you. 

2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false 
circumcision; 3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God 
and take pride in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh, 4 although I 
myself could boast as having confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else thinks 
he is confident in the flesh, I have more reason: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of 
the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the 
Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness 
which is in the Law, found blameless. 

7 But whatever things were gain to me, these things I have counted as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, [e]for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count them mere rubbish, so that I may gain 
Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 
from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to 
His death; 11 if somehow I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

THE SERMON IN A NUTSHELL 

 A right relationship with Christ will cause you to look at your life in a radically new way.  

 

 



Introduction 

The text provides four prerequisites that are essential if we are to know Christ 
more intimately and serve Him more consistently.  
Prerequisite #1 

If you want to have an intimate relationship with Christ, you need to always 
keep it real.  
(Philippians 3:2-3) 
  2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false 
circumcision; 3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God 
and take pride in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh 

• Sub-Point 1: Circumcision was a religious ritual instituted by God as a sign 
of the Abrahamic Covenant. It identified Israel as God’s people.  

• Sub-Point 2: Religious rituals can be faked.  
Prerequisite #2 

If you want to have an intimate relationship with Christ, you need to set 
aside your resume’.  
4 although I myself could boast as having confidence even in the flesh. If anyone 
else thinks he is confident in the flesh, I have more reason: 5 circumcised the 
eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; 
as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless 

• Sub-Point 1: In the secular world and even in the church, we place a great 
deal of importance on our resume’. 

• Sub-Point #2: If you try to impress people with your resume’, just 
remember that you might not be the brightest bulb on the string.  

Prerequisite #3 
If you want to have an intimate relationship with Christ, you may need to 
reconsider the value of your assets.  
(Philippians 3:7-8) 
7 But whatever things were gain to me, these things I have counted as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and count them mere rubbish, so that I may gain Christ,  

• Sub-Point 1: Knowing Christ gives you a radically new perspective on life.  

• Sub-Point #2: Knowing Christ means that you are willing to give up what 
you cannot keep so you can gain what you cannot lose.  



• Sub-Point #3: The Story of the Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 16:19:16-22) 
Prerequisite #4 

If you want to have an intimate relationship with Christ, find your 
righteousness in Christ and not in yourself.  
(Philippians 3:9) 
9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 
from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which comes from God on the basis of faith,  

• Sub-Point #1: In his search for significance, Paul found his significance in 
Christ.  

• Sub-Point #2: When you find your significance in Christ, nothing else in 
this world can give you satisfaction.  

Concluding Point 
In an intimate relationship with Christ, you are blessed with resurrection 
power and the pain that makes it real.  
(Philippians 3:10-11) 

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 if somehow I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 


