
 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2022  

SERMON SERIES: ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD    

30 ESSENTIALS: TOTAL SURRENDER – I give away my life to fulfill God's purposes.           

ROMANS 12:1 

SERMON #2 Title: PERSEVERANCE THROUGH PURPOSE– October 16, 2022 

Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Genesis 45:3-8 

 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph; does my father still live?” But his brothers could 

 not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence. 4And Joseph said to his brothers, 

 “Please come near to me.” So they came near. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom 

 you sold into Egypt. 5But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you 

 sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For these two years the famine has 

 been in the land, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor 

 harvesting. 7And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save 

 your lives by a great deliverance. 8So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has 

 made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 

 Egypt. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

The essence of perseverance is an unwillingness to give up or relent until the intended outcome is 

achieved. These verses stand as the theological high point of the account of Joseph’s life and one of the 

most eloquent affirmations in the Bible regarding God’s sovereignty in human events. With amazing 

spiritual maturity, Joseph declares that God had worked beyond the foul intentions of his older brothers to 

accomplish two vital outcomes, preservation of life and preserve Israel’s posterity in the earth. Three 

times Joseph asserts that God, not his brothers, was the one who sent him to Egypt to fulfill His divine 

purposes.  Through our study this week we will affirm, that like Joseph, born-again Christians are, 

“People of Purpose” through which God desires to accomplish His divine purposes. Joseph’s life will 

serve as a case study for the character traits of God’s people with purpose.     

 

PEOPLE OF PURPOSE 

 Just as every member of the human body has divinely designed purpose, every member of 

 Christ’s Spiritual body, the church, has a divinely designed purpose.   



   I Corinthians 12:12 (NLT) 

  The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it  

  is with the body of Christ. 

 Quote: “Strong lives are motivated by dynamic purposes.” 

         K. Hildebrand  

SIX CHARACTERISTICS OF PEOPLE OF PURPOSE:  

 

CHARACTERISTIC #1 - Understand They Have Purpose 

 Genesis 37:5 

  “Now Joseph had a dream…” 

- The Dream Gave Joseph A Sense Of Purpose… 

    God Had Plans For His Life  

    (We don’t know whether he understood at this time this was   

    God, but it ignited something in him)   

- God Has Plans For Your Life  

    Ephesians 2:10 - “for good works”  

 

   Good Works –  

    Are the fruit of our salvation not the cause of it.  Also, good works are not  

    incidental to God’s plan; they are an essential part of His redemptive  

    plan for every believer  

 

- Purpose Inspires Hopefulness About The Future  

    Jeremiah 29:11-  “future and a hope”  

 

CHARACTERISTIC #2 - Strive To Do The Right Thing (Righteousness)   

 Genesis 39:9 

  “There is no one greater in this house that I, nor has he kept back anything from me but  

  you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against  

  God?” 

CHARACTERISTIC #3 - Are Willing To Help Others 

 Genesis 40:8 

  “And they said to him, we each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. So  

  Joseph said to them, Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.” 

 



CHARACTERISTIC #4 - Are Willing To Forgive Others 

 Genesis 45:5   

  But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me  

  here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 

 Genesis 45:14-15 

  14 Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. 

  15 Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers  

  talked with him. 

CHARACTERISTICS #5 - Embrace That They Are Empowered To Fulfill Purpose 

 Genesis 41:16 

  “So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an   

  answer of peace.” 

 Empowered By God’s Spirit  

   Zechariah 4:6  

    So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord to   

    Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the Lord  

    of hosts. 

 2 Corinthians 2:14 

  “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses 

  the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.” 

CHARACTERISTIC #6 - Don’t Give Up On Fulfilling Purpose 

 Genesis 41:46 

  Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

  This is the history of Jacob, Joseph being seventeen years old…(Genesis 37:2) 

FINAL NOTE:  

 When We Fulfill God’s Purposes He Is Glorified And Others Are Blessed  

 Genesis 45:7-8 

  7 And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save  

  your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you who sent me here, but God;  

  and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler   

  throughout all the land of Egypt. 


