
 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2022  

SERMON SERIES: ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD    

30 ESSENTIALS: TOTAL SURRENDER – I give away my life to fulfill God's purposes.           

ROMANS 12:1 

SERMON #3 Title: A LIFE LIVED IN PURPOSE – October 23, 2022 

Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Colossians 3:12-17  

 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 

 meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 

 complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all 

 these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15And let the peace of God rule in your 

 hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 

 dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 

 and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in 

 word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

In these passages of scripture, Apostle Paul offers a strategy to help Christians live for God day by day. 

After commanding the believers to “put off” worldly behaviors, he offers a series of positive commands 

to put on behaviors fitting for God’s people to which to clothe themselves. The words bearing and 

forgiving express the habitual manner in which believers exhibit the virtues listed. Both verbs pertain to 

the interpersonal relationships in the body of Christ, and the Christians interactions with others in their 

community. Even as Christ forgave echoes Jesus’ injunction to forgive because we are forgiven.  The 

final and most significant article of clothing for God’s people is love, which binds believers together in 

complete oneness. In all, he is essentially admonishing Christians, as representatives of Christ in the earth, 

to live with a sense of striving in purpose to represent Him well, at all times, wherever we go, and in 

whatever we say or do.  

The Christian’s Primary Purpose In The Earth – To Represent Christ 

STRATEGY FOR DAILY CHRISTIAN LIVING (Colossians Chapter Three)   

Four-Part Strategy:  

   Perspective Change  

   Characteristic Change  



   Yielding To The Holy Spirit  

   Living As a Representative of Christ  
 

PART #1 - PERSPECTIVE CHANGE  

 Realigned Motives  

  Seek those things which are above – v.1 

 Realignment of Thinking  

  Set your mind on things above – v.2  

 Dying To Old Way of Life 

  You died and your life is hidden in Christ – v.3  

 Put To Death Old Desires    

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual    

 immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. - v.5– (NIV) 

 

PART #2 – CHANGE OF CHARACTERISTICS  

 “Put off” & “Put on” – Wardrobe Change  

“clothe yourselves” (Colossians 3:12- NIV)  

Put Off - The Character Of The Old Man  

  Worldly Wardrobe  

Colossians 3:8-9 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath (rage), 

malice (malicious behavior), blasphemy (slander, filthy language out of your mouth). 9Do 

not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds. 

   Past Identity – In which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.  

     (Colossians 3:7)  

 

Commentary: The “old” refers to everything that is part of our old nature—natural pride, love of 

sin, reliance on works, and our former opinions, habits, and passions. Most 

significantly, what we loved has passed away, especially the supreme love of self 

and with it self-righteousness, self-promotion, and self-justification. The new 

creature looks outwardly toward Christ instead of inwardly toward self. 

 

 Put On - The Character Of The New Man  

Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to 

the image of Him who created him, 

Christian Wardrobe   

Colossians 3:12-13 (NIV)  



Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion (tender mercies), kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each 

other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as 

the Lord forgave you.  

  Above all – Love  

Colossians 3:14 (NIV)  

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 

PART #3 – YIELDING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  

 “Let” = Yielding  

- Let Peace of God rule in your hearts… v.15   

 

- Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly… v.16  

How? - Through the Word of God and Worship  

… teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

Commentary:To yield is to give something up or to give way to a demand of some sort. A person 

yielded to the Spirit will consent to the Spirit’s will and submit to His authority. 

Scripture mentions walking in the Spirit—following His lead and living in 

cooperation with His plan. Scripture also mentions being filled with the Spirit—

being fully surrendered to Him and functioning in His power and freedom. Both 

walking in and being filled with the Spirit necessitates yielding to His control. 

 

PART #4 - LIVE IN REPRESENTATION OF CHRIST  

Colossians 3:17 (NLT) And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks through him to God the Father. 

Primary Christian Purpose – Representing Christ  


