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SUNDAY SERMON Title: THAT’S WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME  

Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

John 3:13-17 

 13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of 

 Man who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

 Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

 life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

 Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 

 condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

The Christmas holiday season can take on many meanings depending on the context of the individual. 

Christmas carols and wonder and beauty of the decorations can invoke a festive spirit of the season. The 

splendor of the lights and ornament and garland draped trees are truly a sight to behold.  Special 

gatherings of celebration with friends and the beloved, traveling home to be with family, or even taking 

time to remember fondly a loved one who passed on, all of these things can take centerstage during the 

season. With such competing significances, the divine implications of Christmas can easily fade into the 

backdrop of one of the biggest stages of the calendar year. In light of this, it become increasingly 

important to bear in mind and maintain in heart the reality that Christmas represents the salvation God 

almighty has made available to all men both small and great through His Son Jesus Christ.     

“What Christmas Means To Me” 

Written in 1967 by Anna Gordy Gaye, George Gordy, and Allen Story for Stevie Wonder  

- The song is essentially a Christmas love song  

- The song’s lyrics highlight a special affinity for the Christmas season in context to a love 

affair that seems to be enhanced by the season, highlighting specific expressions of love that 

are married to the festive spirit of the season  

 

Christmas Is A Love Song!   

 

- God’s love song to the world      

What Does Christmas Mean To Me?  

 



OBSERVATION #1 – We Are Introduced To God’s Great Plan of Love    

 John 3:13-14 
 13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of  

  Man who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 

  the Son of Man be lifted up  

 

OBSERVATION #2 – We Come To Know The Highest Form Of Love  

John 3:16a 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

  

  Agape Love - is "the highest form of love ". The love of God for man and the nature of the 

    love man is to have for God, as it embraces a deep and profound sacrificial 

    love that transcends and persists regardless of circumstance. This is in  

    contrast to philia which is brotherly love, or philautia which is self-love.  

 

  1 John 4:9 (NRSB)  

  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so  

  that we might live through him. 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – We Are Invited To Truly Live Forever    

  John 3:15  

   15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

   

  John 3:16b 

  that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

 A Reality Of The Gospel - The world offers an opportunity to live forever through being 

 remembered,  but God offers through faith in Jesus Christ a means to truly live forever.   

 

OBSERVATION #4 - We Don’t Have To Be Condemned We Can Be Forgiven   

John 3:17 
  17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world  

  through Him might be saved. 

  Isaiah 53:6  

  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way; And  

  the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 

And That Is What Christmas Means To Me!  


