
 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2023  

SERMON SERIES: DESIGNED FOR STRENGTH     

30 ESSENTIALS: BIBICAL COMMUNITY – I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's 

purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the world. Acts 2:44-47 

SERIES OVERVIEW 

Being a part of something great is appealing to most everyone. The notion of belonging and being among 

is a desire that is an intrinsic element of the human existence. This aspiration for community is so 

powerful that it is evident in various aspects of life. Sports fans rally in comradery around their respective 

teams. Fraternity and sorority members unite in solidarity in support of their organizations. Hobbyists 

convey in annual conventions and gatherings to affirm their love for their special interest. Jesus realizing 

the power of being together invited twelve young men into a faith community through which He would 

forever change their lives, and then commissioned them to expand that community throughout the world. 

A community in which they would do life together, accomplish His purposes in the earth and impact the 

lives of others. Through this sermon series we will explore the blessings of being a part of this 

community.      

 

SERMON #1 Title: BIBICAL COMMUNITY DESIGNED FOR STRENGTH– January 1, 2023 

Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Acts 2:44-47 

 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their 

 possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.46 So continuing daily 

 with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

 gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 

 Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

Jesus spent over three years in community with His disciples experiencing life together. Jesus called this 

community being “One.” Through it, His disciples learned and grew together, they supported and 

encouraged one another, and helped to reinforce within each other the commitment they made to respond 

to His invitation to follow Him. He shaped this community knowing that it would help to strengthen each 

one of them as they each would strive to accomplish His purposes in their lives, and would empower them 

collectively to accomplish far more together than they each could alone. This “oneness” that Jesus 

emphasized we call Biblical Community that is designed by God to strengthen His people in faith, while 

they fulfill their divine purposes, and accomplish His plan in the earth.   



African Proverb-  

 There is an old African proverb that states: “If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go 

 far, go together.”  

 

KEY NOTE -  Biblical Community Was At The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry, He Prayed For It  

  John 17:11-20 

  John 17:11  

  Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You.   

  Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they   

  may be one as We are. 

 

  John 17:20  

  “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through   

  their word; 

 

SIX CHARACTERISTICS of Biblical Community  

Each characteristic works to strengthen each one while strengthening and fortifying the whole.  

 

CHARACTERISTIC #1 - They Valued Their Togetherness  

    Acts 2:44  

    Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common 

   

- They were family! 

 

   Jesus valued His disciples as family  

    Matthew 12:46-50 

    48 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My  

    mother and who are My brothers?”     

    50 For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and  

    sister and mother.” 

CHARACTERISTIC #2 - They Were Gracious Toward One Another  

    Acts 2:45 

    45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among   

    all, as anyone had need. 

 

    Galatians 6:10  

    Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to  

    those who are of the household of faith. 



     

  Hater Talk Can Be Graceless Talk – It suggest disdain rather than love.   

    

    Matthew 5:44-45 

    “love your enemies”  

 

CHARACTERISTIC #3 - They Gather Often To Worship Together  

    Acts 2:46a  

    So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 

 

    Psalm 122:1 (NIV)  

    I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 

CHARACTERISTIC #4 - They Spent Quality Time Together  

    Acts 2:46b 

    and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with   

    gladness and simplicity of heart, 

 

- They Cultivated Fellowship With One Another  

 

CHARACTERISTIC #5 - Their Unity Was Attractive To Others  

    Acts 2:47a  

    47 praising God and having favor with all the people 

   

   All Men Will Know  

 

   Amity Congregational Scripture – John 13:34-35  

    

   34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have  

   loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are  

   My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

CHARACTERISTIC #6 - God Blessed Their Oneness  

    Acts 2:47b 

    And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

 

- God’s Blessing Is Upon The Oneness Of His People 

    

    Acts 2:1 - “with one accord in one place.”  

 

  We can expect God to uncommon things among us when we make oneness a priority! 


