
 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2023  

SERMON SERIES: BIBLICAL COMMUNITY DESIGNED FOR STRENGTH     

30 ESSENTIALS: BIBICAL COMMUNITY – I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's 

purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the world. Acts 2:44-47 

 

SERMON #3 Title: BIBLICAL COMMUNITY ENCOURAGES PURPOSFUL BELONGING  – 

January 15, 2023 

Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

I Corinthians 12:14-20  

  14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a 

 hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because 

 I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an 

 eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But 

 now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they 

 were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet 

 one body. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

When Jesus called the disciples to come follow Him, He was calling them to belong. To be a part of 

something greater than themselves.  Being a part of something great is appealing to most everyone. The 

notion of belonging and the intrinsic desire to be “among” others contributing to a greater good can 

nurture tremendous sense of purpose and meaning. Using the analogy of the body, Paul emphasizes the 

importance of each church member. He compares the body of Christ to the human body in which each 

part has a specific function, and indicates that if even a seemingly insignificant part is taken away the 

whole body becomes less effective and goes lacking. He discourages thinking that our gift is more or less 

important than someone else’s or looking down on those who seem to be unimportant, or even being 

jealous of others with more impressive gifts, but compels us to use the gifts we have been given and 

encourage others to use theirs.      

POINT #1 - Called To Belong  

 1 Corinthians 12:14  

  For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

 



➢ Jesus Invited His Disciples (His followers) Into Belong - “Come Follow Me” 

 

  Mark 1:16-17   

    16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his 

    brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 Then Jesus  

    said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”  

 

➢ They were a part of the fishing community, but he invited them to be a 

part of the “men-fishing” community. 

 

Mark 1:18  

  They immediately left their nets and followed Him. (They left what they  

  were doing to go do what He was doing.) 

 

➢ They realized they couldn’t follow and stay where they were.   

 

  Matthew 16:24 

    Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let  

    him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 

 

➢ Come be a part of this group of “purposeful followers” – Disciples.  

 

POINT #2 - Purposefully Apart - “Apart With A Sense Of Purpose”  

  Mark 1:17b – “I will make you become fishers of men.” 

 I Corinthians 12:15-17 & 19  
  15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore  

  not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the  

  body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 

  hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 

  

  v.19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be?  

 

  The Other 80 Percent: Turning Your Church's Spectators into Active Participants 

   by Warren Bird  & Scott Thumma, May 24, 2011 

 

  Their research revealed: “20% of the people doing 100% of ministry work”  

 

  Amity Mission – To Be The Church As Christ Intended It To Be. 

   

  Christ Intended - “Whole Body Ministry” – Every member counts!   

 

 

 

 

 



  I Corinthians 12:25-27 

  25) That there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the  

  same care for one another.  26) And if one member suffers, all the members suffer  

  with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27) Now you are the 

  body of Christ, and members individually.   

   

POINT #3 – A Wonderfully Made Body   

 

 1 Corinthians 12:18  

  But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.  

  

➢ As the human body wonderfully made, God wonderfully constructs the Body of Christ, 

and gives each member a divine purpose.  

   

  Psalm 139:14 - for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  

 

  Psalm 19:1 

   The heavens declare the glory of God, And the firmament shows His handiwork. 

 

Concluding Question: What Purpose Is God Beckoning Your Heart Into Fulfilling?  
 

 


