
 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2023  

SERMON SERIES: BIBLICAL COMMUNITY DESIGNED FOR STRENGTH     

30 ESSENTIALS: BIBICAL COMMUNITY – I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's 

purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the world. Acts 2:44-47 

SERMON #4 Title: BIBLICAL COMMUNITY IS GENERATIONALLY DIVERSE – January 22, 

2023 

Pastor George Martin Jr. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Mark 10:13-16 

 13 Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked 

 those who brought them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to 

 them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of 

 God. 15 Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 

 will by no means enter it.” 16 And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and 

 blessed them. 

SERMON OVERVIEW 

Jesus was often criticized for spending time with the wrong people, tax collectors and sinners, and in this 

case, we see that children or younger generations may have fit into this category in the minds of His 

disciples. They may have felt He needed to spend more time with important leaders, the devout, and 

others who may have been better able to help improve His position or advance His efforts. However, in 

any event, Jesus was more concerned with reaching all who needed Him both young and old, from the 

greatest to the least. Anyone with a willing heart to hear and embrace His message of redemptive love and 

divine relationship. Not to exclude children, He even goes as far as to state that children with their trusting 

nature are necessary to better understand how we are to embrace God’s kingdom agenda.   

Community Is Important At Amity – From Inception we strive to be “A Church of Small Groups”   

 Smaller communities within the larger local church community.  

 

 

 

 



POINT #1 – Babies and Children Are Welcomed And Loved   

 Mark 10:14 & 16 

 14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children 

 come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 

16 And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

- Luke describes them as infants – Luke 18:15 

- Mark & Matthew describe them as little children - (Matt. 19:13) 

 

 Welcomed and Loved   

   “Greatly Displeased” (v.14) - This is the only place in Scripture in which Jesus’  

      demeanor is described in this way.  

POINT #2 - Jesus’ Disciples Were Teens and Young Adults  

 Though the Bible does not give the exact ages of the disciples of Jesus, however, based on 

 historical sources it is likely they were all between the ages of 13 and 30 at the time they followed 

 Jesus.  

Jewish Cultural Trait 

 Jesus As Rabbi - Jewish culture made it customary for a child to begin his religious training  

   at the age of 5 and would then seek a rabbi to disciple him and would   

   follow and pattern after the rabbi until age 30. At that time he could   

   take on disciples of his own. Scripture teaches Jesus was about 30 years old  

   when He began His public ministry (Luke 3:23).  

 Some Disciples Were Teenager - A young man’s discipleship training under a rabbi would  

   usually begin between the ages of 13 and 15. Some having joined Jesus   

   at these ages would have still been teenagers at the time of His    

   death, resurrection, and ascension. 

   Disciples (or students) were generally younger than their     

   teacher. Jesus in John 13”33 referred to them as “little children,” possibly   

   indicating they were several years younger than He. 

   James and John left their father in the boat to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:21–  

   22), so they were old enough to work and at least teenagers since they could leave 

   home to follow a rabbi. 

Peter Was Married - His sick mother-in-law is mentioned in Matthew 8:14. This means Peter   

   was at least old enough to be married; at the very least, Peter was in his late 

   teens or possibly in his 20s.   

John Lived The Longest - passing away in the last decade of the first century, according to   

   church history. This was 60 years after walking with Jesus. Even if John   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.23


   were 90 when he died, he would have been no more than 30 years    

   old at the time he was with Jesus.  

   Since John was old enough to care for the mother of Jesus (John 19:26–27),  

   he was probably at least 20 at the time of the crucifixion. 

POINT #3 – Sound Vibrant Churches Should Be Multigenerational 

Paul’s Instructions To The Churches Considered Multiple Generations:  

  Titus 2:1-6 

   v.1 - Sound Church – Sound Doctrine  

   v.2 – Older Men 

   v.3 – Older Women 

   v.4-5 – Young Women  

   v.6 – Young Men  

  Ephesians 6:1 - Children 

  Mark 10:14 - Jesus – Little Children and Infants    

Baptist Press –  

Why Churches Need To Be Multigenerational, And Why It’s Hard To Do 

By Chuck Lawless, July 15, 2021 

1. Older adults, who should be teaching the younger generation, need opportunities. Paul was 

clear that older believers are to invest in younger believers (2 Tim. 2:2, Titus 2:1-8), thus 

strengthening the church for the future.  

2. Your community is most likely multi-generational. Few communities consist of only one 

generation. If you want your church to reach your community, you’re more likely to do that if 

your church reflects that community. 

3. Generations need to learn from each other. We have much to teach each other, from the older 

folks teaching lessons about long marriages to the younger folks helping the rest of us think about 

a rapidly changing culture. New Testament mentoring requires older and younger believers. 

4. Some members need Christian “parents” and “grandparents.” - members who don’t have a 

Christian heritage, or whose family lives far away. They need “close-by” folks to help fill these 

roles as they strive to follow Jesus. 

5. A strong church learns from the past while preparing for the future. A church with only a 

young generation sometimes pushes unwisely in wrong directions. A church with only older folks, 

on the other hand, will ultimately die. Strong churches connect both generations. 

Final Word-  

  Biblical Community Pursues and Nurtures Generational Diversity  


